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by the said Anson Dart as superintendent of | 


Indian affairs for Oregon Territory. | 

Mr. PRINGLE. I demand the cow ques- 
tion upon the third reading of the bill. ' 

Mr. LANE. I hope the gentleman will not 
press that demand upon the House at this time. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I hope the gentle- 
man will withdraw the demand for the previous 
question. It will be recollected that this bill was 
reported from the Committee of the Whole House 
on an objection day, when there were but very 
fow members present, and that it has not been 
discussed at all. ; 5 " 

Mr. PRINGLE. Debate is not in order. I 
insist on the demand for the previous question. 

Mr. LETCHER. 1 hope the House will vote 
down the demand, 

The question was taken; and the House re- 
fused to second the demand for the previous ques- 
tion—ayes 52, noes 70. 

Mr. PRINGLE called for tellers. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

Mr. LETCHER. I am very much gratified 
that the House has refused to second the demand 
for the previous question, moved by the gentle- 
man from New York, [Mr. Prinexe.] I think, 
if | am notaltogether mistaken in the facts of this 
case, that I can satisfy the members of the House 
that this bill ought never to have come from the 
committee with the recommendation that it pass; 
and that the House ought now to reject it. 

This gentleman, Mr. Dart, it seems, was sent 
out as Indian agent to Oregon, in 1850. He was 
appointed in June, 1850. His official bond was 
executed on the Ist day of July, 1850. He left 
the city of New York, on his way to Oregon, on 
the 15th of August following. He arrived in 
Oregon on the 28th of September, in the same 
year. His pay commenced ‘on the Ist of July, 
1850, the date of his official bond. He resigned 
on the 14th day of December, 1852, his resigna- 
tion to take effect on the Ist day of July, 1853; 
and he left Oregon some time, I believe, before 
the time for his resignation to take effect. . Now, 
sir, he received his pay from the Ist day of July, 
1850, to the 20th day of April, 1853. On the 13th 
day of June, 1855, he addressed a letter to the 
Indian bureau, asking that his salary should be 
allowed to the 4th of May, 1853, instead of the 
20th of April, as had been before settled. 

When he left here and went to Oregon, his ex- 
penses were paid by the Government, and they 
were paid on his return here, and while he re- 
mained in this city, and his expenses were paid 
back to his post. In 1851, he visited Washing- 
ton, arriving here on the 25th day of December 
of that year, and took his final departure from 
Washington, for Oregon, on the 26th of May, 
1852. During his stay here his expenses were 
paid, as I can show by a letter from the proper 
officer. 

Mr. Clayton, Second Auditor of the Treasury 
Department, in a letter dated May 6, 1856, says: 

In looking over the account of the Rev. A. Dart, late 


superintendent of Indian affairs in Oregon, I find he re- 
prt the following amounts in addition to his regular 
salary: 
1850. To expenses of self, from New York to Oregon Ter- 

MER cttcdivcvivicsscticivceitin GRC 
1852. From Oregon City to Washington city and 

returning, by direction of Commissioner 

of Indian Affairs—fourteen thousand 

Miles, at ten CENtS.......cececcececeseee 1,400 00 
18532. To expenses while in Washington, includ- 


ing board, &Cr.precccccsccccccccccesses 31450 





82,406 50 





What does the bill now under consideration 
propose? lt proposes that, instead of allowing 
Mr. Dart to receive the salary of $2,500 per year, 
which the law provides, and which he knew to 
be the salary at the time he took this office, that 
he shall be allowed increased pay, running to 
the amount which was fixed by law at a subse- 
quent period by Congress, for the Indian agenc 
of that Territory. Fie knew when he took this 
office what the annual salary was. The com- 
mittee, in their report, rely on a conversation 


ill 


\| this bill. 








| of the mischief? 


| this bill? 
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which passed between Mr. Dart and Mr. Atch- 
ison, of the Senate, to justify them in reporting 


to justify it. The committee, in their report, 


| say: 


“Tn ordinary cases, your committee would deem it impel- 
itic to increase the salaries of officers subsequent to the 
expiration of their terms; but your committee would respect 
fully suggest, that the case of Mr. Dart should be an excep- 
tion to the general rule, on the ground that strong assur- 
ances of an increase of salary were held out by persons in 
high position, which induced him to accept the office which he 
would otherwise have rejected ; and, further, that, at the time 


the office was accepted, the salary was quite inadequate to | 
cover his expenses, and at the same time yield to him a | 


reasonable and just compensation for services; and, lastly, 
that, as an able and faithful public officer, one who looked 
to the interest of his Government rather than to his private in- 
terest, and at the same time dealt so honestly and uprightly 
with the Indians under his care as to acquire and retain 
their confidence to such an extent as to keep them quiet 
and contented during the whole time he was amongst 
them, he is entitled to the consideration of Congress in a 


degree sufficient to insure to him a fair and equitable compen- | 


sation for his services.”’ 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Who made that 
report? 

Mr. LETCHER. The gentleman from New 
York, (Mr. Privere,] who called for the pre- 
vious question on the bill, and insisted on it so 
strenuously. 

Mr. Speaker, I say it is not only “ impolitic ”’ 
‘Sin ordinary cases,’’ but in all cases. I am 
against the principle. If aman, so soon as he 
applies for an office and gets the appointment, 
goes to some member of the House, or of the 
Senate, and is assured that efforts will be made 


| to increase his pay, according to the argument of 


this report he is entitled to increased compen- 
sation. His case is fully made out, and he is 
entitled to an increase of his salary. I hold to 
no such doctrine. 
increase of salary, if he seeks that increase before 
Congress. 
ator or member gives him a right to claim an 
increase. 
with the salary fixed by law. 


case as in the other? 


of retrospective legislation. 


In addition to all the salary paid Dr. Dart, the 
| Government paid his expenses to Oregon and 
| back, and while he was in this city, which was 
| altogether unusual in all Administrations of the || > 
| Government, prior to its introduction under Gen- || *2™¢ compensation which has been accorded to the Cali- 
Then it was done for the first time. | 
He obtained 
I have stated all the | 
important facts of the case, and I will not detain || 


eral Taylor. 
Mr. Dart received the benefit of it. 
salary, expenses, and all. 


the House longer. 


They have no other ground on which | 


No assurance on the part of a Sen- 


Several Members. Thatis not his claim. 
Mr. JONES. I understand that that is one of 
the arguments in favor of his claim. He placed 
|} it on that ground when I conversed with him on 
'| the subject. 
|| Mr PRINGLE. Mr. Speaker, Mr. Dart’s 
|| claim for extra compensation is briefly stated in 
| the report of the committee. In ordinary cases, 
| the committee say that it would be impolitic to 
|| increase the salaries of officers after their term of 
| service had expired; but this is not a case under 
| the general rule. Mr. Dart was solicited to take 
this office. He had an offer of a foreign mission, 
and would have preferred that office; but induce- 
ments being held out to him that his salary 
would be increased, he went to Oregon as super- 
intendent of. Indian affairs. When the salary of 
the superintendent of Indian affairs for Califor- 
nia was increased, it was only by inadvertence 
that it was omitted to increase the salary of Mr. 
Dart. From the assurances that Democratic 
| Senators had given him, he was satisfied that he 
| would have an increase of salary. He would 
not have accepted the office if he had thought 
otherwise. It was deemed important by distin- 
guished men in the other branch of Congress 
that he should be sent to Oregon; and I beg leave 
to quote what was said by some Senators, when 
| the subject was up in the Senate. 
Mr. Donee, Senator from Wisconsin, said: 
‘The object of this bill is to make compensation to Mr, 
Dart for his services as superintendent of [ndian affairs in 
Oregon. It was reported from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs by the chairman, [Mr. SepasTtan ;} but as he is too 
much indisposed to address the Senate on the subject, and 
inasmuch as I introduced the bill, I feel it to be my duty to 
say a few words. 
‘¢ When this gentleman went to Oregon his salary was 
$2,500. It was understood then, however, that it waa to 


He must take his chance for || b¢ increased. There was an understanding between the 


chairman of the Committee on Indian Affairs at that time, 
{Mr. Atchison,] and Mr. Dart, that the salary should be in- 
creased if possible. By some omission, however, it waa 
not done. Mr. Dart was a faithful officer, and perfect 


When he takes the office, he takes it | quiet reigned among the Indians during the time when he 
If the salary is 
not high enough in his opinion, he can refuse to 
|; accept the situation. 

Suppose the principle on which the committee 
relies is to be carried out, where is to be the end 
Why not go back and give to 
|every Indian agent who has held position in 
| Oregon prior to Mr. Dart, the same increased 

compensation that is proposed to be given under 
Is there not as good reason in the one 
Have they not, in justice, 
as strong a claim to demand the increased com- | 
| pensation as Mr. Dart has? When this principle 
is recognized, and salaries are to be increased 
in this way, the law in reference to salaries will 
| cease to be respected. I am opposed to this sort || vision, according to my recollection, had the sanction of 


was superintendent. It seems to me to be nothing more 
than an act of justice to allow him the same compensation 
which was given to the superintendent in California: but 
I shall acquiesce in the proposition of the committee to allow 
a less amount. I trust no objection will be made to the 
bill It has been reported unanimously from the Committee 
on Indian Affairs.”’ 


ae Rusk said: 

‘Pe Committee on Indian Affairs were unanimous 
upon this subject. I know that it is a bad practice to give 
increased compensation to an officer after his services have 
been performed ; but it has been done in several instances, 
and in some cases which perhaps were not meritorious. 
There is no doubt that this is a meritorious case. It was 
distinetly stated to Mr. Dart, at the time of his appoint- 
ment, by the then chairman of the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, that a bill which was then pending for an increase 
of the salary of the California superintendent should be 
made to include the superintendent in Oregon. That pro- 


| 
| 


the Indian bureau; but by some oversight it was not in- 
cluded in the bill. Mr. Dart went to Oregon and performed 
his duties in a very satisfactory manner. He preserved 
peace among the Indians in Oregon, and brought back as 
good a report as perhaps any other superintendent. Thia 
bill, as it now stands, does not allow this gentlemen the 


fornia superintendent, but simply adds $1,000 a year to his 
salary. I think itought to be passed at once.”’ 

Senator Hunter said: 

* This may be acase for an exception to the general rule ; 


but it seems to me to be a very dangerous precedent to 
establish the principle, that whenever we increase the pay 


Mr. PRINGLE obtained the floor: but yield- |, of an officer for the future, we must go back and compen- 
. - 4 « . , | 


ed to 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 


I wish to make 
|an inquiry of the gentleman for information. 
| Mr. Dart was superintendent of Indian affairs | 
|in Oregon before the organization of the terri- | 
torial Srrerenens of Washington. . || other places. 1 do not dispute the merits of this Indian 
| ernor of Washington Territory is ex officio super- 

| intendent of Indian affairs of that Territory. If 
| Tunderstand Mr. Dart’s case, he claims that as | 


The Gov- 


sate him at the same rate for past services. This man ac- 
cepted the office knowing what the pay was. He was will- 
| ing to take it with the existing pay, or he would not have 
accepted it. Nor do [ think that we have assimilated the 

ay of officers in Oregon with that of officers in Califorma. 

thas been heretofore considered more expensive to live 
in California than anywhere else, and therefore we have 
compensated public officers there by a higher rate than in 


agent, but I think the principle of the bill is a very bad one, 
and I am afraid that we shall not end until we establish it 
as a general rule, that when we increase an officer’s salary 


he was superintendent of the Indian affairs for || We must allow him back pay.” 


| all the territory now embraced in Oregon and | 
Washington, and did service as such, he should || 


Senator Donee further said: 
“In reply to the honorable Senator from Virginia, I beg 


receive both the pay of the superintendent of || ave to say, that Mr. Dart was the first superintendent of 


Indian affairs for Oregon, and the pay of the 
Governor of Washington, as ex officio superin- 


tendent of Indian affairs for that Territory. 


|| Indian affairs sent to Oregon, and he had, therefore, very 

\| great diflicuities to encounter in the pertormance of hie 
| duties. That he was faithful, is proved by the sanction of 
| the Commissioner of tndian Affairs of his conduct in the 


° 
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. floor of the Senate, and of the House. 
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discharge of his duties. Mr. Dart was appointed by the last 
Administration. He and I do not agree in politics ; but that 
difference does not prevent me bearing testimony to hie 
faithfulness and efficiency in the discharge of his public 
duties. As 1 have stated, he was the first Indian superin 
tendent in Oregon ; and for that reason he had to perform 
all the Jabor incident to the organization of the Indian sys- 
tem there. He was a poor man, and during his two or | 
three years’ service in Oregon he received no more than 
was barely sufficient to cover his expenses. Iam sure this 
honorable body will net refuse to this meritorious man | 
some compensation which a proper appreciation of his ser- 
vices necessarily requires. He stood high with the admin- 
istration of President Fillmore. I have known him for | 
eighteen years as a resident of the State which I have the 
honor in part to represent, and I have always considered 
him to be an bonest, faithful, and upright man, competent 


for the performance of any duty which he ever undertook.” | | 


Senator Be.x, of Tennessee, said: 


** | wish to call the attention ofthe Senate to one other fact, 
in confirmation of what has been said by the Senator from 
Wisconsin and the Senator from Texas. ‘The committee | 
took into consideration the principle stated by the Senator | 
from Virginia, that increased compensation should not be 
allowed tor services previously performed ; but they thought 
this case was fairly exempt from the operation of that princi- 
ple. We all admit thatit is bad policy to make extra compen- 
ation to officers after their duties have been discharged and | 
they are out of office. In this case, however, it seemed 
to the committee that there was very strong evidence— 
evidence which it was scarcely possible to resist—that this 
gentieman accepted the office with the expectation, and 
with a positive promise, that his compensation should be in- 
creased at that session of Congress ; and that a was not 
increased in consequence of an accident. 

** | understand further, as stated by the honorable Senator 
from Wisconsin, that during the thyee years while this gen- 
Heman was at the head of the Oregon superintendency, he 
preserved peace ina large extent of country now comprising 
the ‘lerritories of Oregon and Washington. I do not believe 
there was a single Indian disturbance in that region while he 
was in office. My opinion has always been that it depended 
to a great extent on the officers of the Government whether 
or not we had Indian wars, particularly in a country where_ | 
the Indians are so small and are so much broken up asthey | 
are in this region. I may, however, be mistaken in that. | 
I do not wish to cast censure on any one; but I think this | 
a is entitled to some distinction for his services. | 

n addition to the increased compensation which it is pro- 
posed to allow him, I should be willing, if it were possible, 
to confer on him some testimonial. When other officers, | 
who come here asking for increased compensation, shall be 
able to show that they performed as arduous duties as this 
gentleman did, when he encountered all the difficulties | 
and privations of a new country, at great personal expense, 
I should be willing to provide for their case as coming 
within the same category.’ 

Under this aspect of affairs, the committee | 
thought it best to report this bill; and, believing | 
it to be right, I hope the bill will pass. 

Mr. LEITER. How long did this man re- 
main in office after learning that the salary was | 
not increased ? 

Mr. LETCHER. Three years, and then vol- 
untarily resigned. 

Mr. LEITER. Is this a unanimous report 
of the committee ? - 

Mr. PRINGLE. It is a majority report; two 
members of the committee were opposed to it. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I desire to ask the gentle- 
man from New York whether all of the treaties 
which were made by Mr. Dart with the Indian 
tribes of Oregon and Washington, were not re- 
jected by the Senate? 

Mr. PRINGLE. Not to my knowledge. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I believe they were. 

Mr. TAYLOR. The proposition now before 
the House is the most extraordinary in principle | 
of any that I have ever known presented to the | 
consideration of a legislative body. It is no less | 
than this: that there is a species of obligation 
imposed upon the Congress of the United States | 
to carry out what is called an implied agreement 
made on the part of the Government, by two, or | 
three, or four members of Congress, with the per- 
son who accepts the office, at the timé he accepts 
it, 

At the time this gentleman was appointed to | 
office, there was a law in existence creating it, | 
and fixing the salary. Itis said that that gen- | 
tleman was offered a foreign appointment, but | 
that he preferred to accept this office, because he 
was assured that the salary of the office would 
be augmented. Well, sir, when he entered into 
the oifice, the Administration which appointed 
him was in power. The gentlemen, then form- 
ing a portion of the Congress of the United States, | 
who extended to him this assurance, were then | 
members of Congress, occupying seats upon the | 
Two 
years passed by; and the gentlemen, who, it is 
said, made this assurance, and who had it in | 
their power to give the reasons which induced | 
them to make it—who had it in their power to | 
satisfy the two Houses to which they belonged, 





| 


_THE 


| | 
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| of the equity of the proposition, failed to bring 

forward this measure, or if they brought it for- 

ward, they failed to satisfy gentlemen then occu- 
pying seats in the two Houses of Congress, that 
it was proper and right. Now, after years have 
passed by, we are called upon to pass this act, 
and to give to that gentleman this extra compen- 
sation; and we are urged to doit upon the ground 
that that gentleman has a legitimate right to 
claim it at our hands, because two or three mem- 


bers of Congress, who held no power of attorney | 


from the Government of the United States to 


| bind it, saw fit to say to him, that if he would | 
accept the office the compensation of the office | 


should be increased. Now, if the principle in- 


| volved in this proposition is adopted—if it be | 
recognized by the two Houses of Congress, there | 
| is an end put to the regular administration of the | 


affairs of the nation; there is an end to any 
regular expenditure of the Government; and 


officer to that compensation which the law gave 
him when he accepted the trust. For one, I 
protest against the principle, and against any 
precedent being set of that character. I 
move to lay the bill upon the table. 
Mr. LETCHER. I wish to say one single 

word further, and [ ask the gentleman to with- 
| draw his motion for a moment. 
| Mr. TAYLOR. I withdraw it. 
| Mr. LETCHER., It has been said in and out 


there is no longer a limitation to the claims of an | 


| of this House, though not in debate, that this || 


rentleman had been removed from office, and 
that one of the reasons why he should have this 


| 


| 
| 


resigned voluntarily, in the first place. 
signed his office by letter, dated December 14, 
1852, to take effect in June following. 


says: ‘‘] am aware of none but political consid- 
erations which caused me to be superseded.”’ 
Mr. TAYLOR. 
lay the bill upon the table. 
Mr. LANE. I want to say a word or two. I 


and I ask the gentleman from Louisiana to with- 
draw his motion. 
Mr. TAYLOR. 
Mr. LANE. 





I withdraw it. 


is, to my knowledge, unjust, and it will be setting 


a dangerous precedent, and therefore ought not | 


to be passed. If you now increase this man’s 
compensation at this time, after he had remained 


in this city for a long time after he was appoint- | 


ed, after spending in this city one fourth of the 
time that he held the office of superintendent of 


Indian affairs in Oregon, after he went out there | 


and had his passage paid in going to and from 
this city an : 
expenses paid while in Oregon, after having a 
fine house furnished him by the Government, 


and everything else which he desired for his || 
comfort—if, I say, you now increase his pay, || 


you open a door which will justify those who 
served before him, and who have served since 
him, to ask that the same compensation shall be 
paid to them. Are you ready to do it? My 
friend from New York, [Mr. Princue,] for whom 


I entertain the kindest feelings, has stated to you, | 


that during Dr. Dart’s administration of Indian 
affairs in Oregon, they had perfect peace. Now 
the gentleman believes that. He has been told 
so, but he has been deceived in it. If Dr. Dart 
told him so he has deceived him. 

Mr. PRINGLE. 
Rusk and Donce. 


Mr. LANE, Let meassure the gentleman that | 


a bloody war sprung up under the administra- 


tion of his superintendency. I had the honor of | 


serving as a private under Major Kearny, at the 
time that Captain Stewart, of the Army—one of 
the most gallant young officers in the Army—fell 
in the Rogue river war, in June, 1851. That war 
was not closed by Dr. Dart. The doctor did not 
go to the scene of troubles. Governor Gaines, 
who was then the Governor of Oregon Territory, 
went out to the scene of war, and I delivered to 
him the prisoners—between thirty and forty—that 
we had taken during the brief ae bloody war; 
and, without authority of law—without having 


now | 


increased compensation was that when he ac- | 
-|| cepted the office he expected to stay four years. || 
Now, I want to show by the documents that he | 
Dart re- || 
On the || 


30th of June, 1855, Dart addressed a letter to the || 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, in which he | 


I now renew the motion to | 


do not want to detain the House five minutes, || 


I wish to,appeal to this House | 
upon this occasion to vote down this bill, for it | 


Oregon, after having his traveling | 


I got that from Senators | 


GLOBE. 


{| a 

|| a right to treat with the Indians, he assumed th 
duty, and placed our relations with the Indi 
a friendly footing. ‘The doctor did not g 
the ground. 

Mr. McMULLIN. Will my friend allow me 
to correct an impression which might have been 
made by the gentleman from New York? | yn. 
derstood the gentleman from New York to con. 
vey the idea to the House, that this gentleman 
accepted the office with the understanding that he 
was to receive the same compensation which was 
vaid to the Indian agent in California. Now I 
bow to state that this Government—and I cai] you 
as well as members who have been here for some 
years, to witness the truth of the fact—that the 
Government has actually paid to the Governors 
of Oregon and California higher compensation 
than to the Governors of any other Perritory 

|in the Union, because of the increased cost of 
|| living there. My friend from New York, there. 
fore,isinerror. He has been misinformed. There 
| was no such understanding, because the Govern- 
ors there were actually paid higher than they 
|| were anywhere else. 

Mr. PRINGLE. The information came from 

| the gentleman’s own political friends. 

Mr. LANE. As I said before, if you open 
the door now you invite all those gentlemen who 

| have served there as superintendents to make 
| similar claims. No; notall. I served there as 
| superintendent before Dr. Dart went out, and [ 
will not come to the House and ask for an increase 
of pay, although when I went there the country 
now embraced within the Territories of Orego) 
and Washington was all included within Wash- 
ington Territory. I discharged the duties of 
Governor and Superintendent at a salary of 
$3,000. Instead, too, of having had my passage 
|| back or forward paid by the Government, I trav- 
eled across the country at my own expense; 
and having had to purchase and_ repurchase 
horses, after being out all winter, 1 remember 
that I had to borrow one hundred dollars to pay 
my passage from San Francisco; and not one 
single cent of my expenses was paid by the Gov- 
ernment. i invite the House to look at my 
accounts, and they will find that I made no charge 
for traveling expenses. I never received anything 
for traveling expenses, nor do | want anything. 
| My salary for the double duty as Governor of 
the then ‘Territory of Oregon, embracing what is 
now Oregon and Washington, and superintend- 
ent of Indian affairs, was but $3,000. There 
| was no superintendency building, comfortably 
furnished, for the superintendent of Indian affairs. 
| This man went out there at a salary of $2,500. 
| His passage was paid to the Pacific and back to 
Washington city, and his expenses were paid 
| while here. He then resigned, and now comes 
| up and says there was no cause for his removal 
but a political cause, holding that he was re- 
moved when in fact he resigned, and his resigna- 
tion was received here two months before a suc- 
| cessor was appointed; he deceives his friends. 
Mr. SIMMONS. Now long was he there en- 


ans on 
O near 





tirely ? 

Mr. LANE. He was there nearly three years. 
| Let me assure the House that he was never re- 
moved. I had been notified of his resignation 
for more than a month before I asked to have a 
successor to him appointed. [Toamember.] He 
made more money in Oregon, I believe, than he 
ever made anywhere else. But I do not want to 
say anything of that. I entertain no feeling but 
that of kindness towards Dr. Dart. But this bill 
is founded on injustice. The House ought notto 
pass it, and I am satisfied the House will not pass 
it. Inow renew the motion to lay on the table. 

Mr. BILLINGHURST. IL ask the gentleman 
to withdraw his motion, to enable me to say a 
word or two on this bill, as it involves the in- 
terests of a constituent of mine. 

Mr. LANE. Well, Mr. Speaker, I have no 
objection to do so, if the House be willing to 
consume time in this way; but this bill ought 
not to pass, and, I hope, will not pass. 

Mr. BILLINGHURST. Mr. Speaker, from 
the examination that I have been enabled to give 
this case, I believe that it is a meritorious one, 
and that the bill ought to pass. It ought to pass 
on broad principles of equity. It would establish 
no precedent that will be dangerous in this Gov- 
ernment. When Dr. Dart was appointed to this 
office he had already been selected by the Secre- 
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tary of State, Mr. Clayton, for a chargéship 

-. South America, at a salary of, | believe, | 
«1,500. He was selected by the Indian depart- || 
"ent as eminently fitted for this position, with- 
out any application on his part. He was selected 
pecause of his peculiar fitness for it. Mr. Clayton 
was applied to to yield his preference, and allow 
him to be appointed superintendent of Indian | 
aifairs in Oregon. When Dr. Dart inquired what | 
the salary of that office was, he was informed | 
that it was $2,900. He said he could not live } 
in Oregon on that salary, and would not take the | 
office; whereupon Senator Atchison, who was at | 
the head of the Committee on Indian Affairs in || 
the Senate, called upon him, and told him that || 
he was maturing a bill intended to provide a || 
salary of $4,500 for the superintendent of Indian 
affairs in California; and that, as it was as expen- || 
sive to live in Oregon as in California, he should | 
try and have the same salary fixed for the super- 
intendent in Oregon. On this assurance, and on | 
the assurance of another Senator on the same 

committee, he consented to take the appointment; 

honestly beli¢ving that the salary would be fixed || 
at $4,500. He remained there three years, and | 
discharged his duties faithfully. Senator Rusk, | 
who has been ever since on the Senate Committee | 
on Indian Affairs, testifies to the manner in which || 
Dr. Dart discharged his duties, and he makes a | 
report very different from that made by the gen- | 
cman from Oregon. 

{ will read what Senator Rusx said in the | 
Senate on this bill: 

“There is no doubt that this is a meritorious case. It 
was disunetly stated to Mr. Dart, at the time of his appoint- 
ment by the then chairman of the Committee on Indian 
Atiuirs, that a bill which was then pending for an increase | 
of the salary of the California superintendent should be 
made to include the superintendent in Oregon. That pro- 
vision, according to my recollection, had the sanction of | 
the Indian bureau; but by some oversight it was not in- | 
cluded in the bill. Mr. Dart went to Oregon, and performed | 
lis duties in a very satisfactory manner. He preserved | 
peace among the Indians in Oregon, and brought back as | 
good a report as perhaps any other superintendent.” 

That is the testimony of Mr. Rusk, made offi- | 
cially as a member of the Committee on Indian || 
Affairs. 

Mr. Bex, of Tennessee, in speaking on this 
bill in the Senate, also says: 

“In this case, however, it seemed to the committee that | 
there Was @ery strong evidence—evidence which it was 
scarcely possible’ to resist—that this gentleman accepted | 
the office with the expectation, and with a positive prom- | 
ise that his compensation should be increased at that ses- | 
sion of Congress; and that it was not increased in conse- 
quence of an accident.” 

[ very much regret, Mr. Speaker, that this bill || 
has come up in the absence of the member from || 
Kentucky, (Mr. H. Marsuatt,} who had this 
matter more especially in charge, as the friend of || 
Dr. Dart, in whose hands Dr. Dart had placed 
his papers, and who was solicited by Dr. Dart to || 
present the case fully. Mr. Marsa. is now | 
absent. He would speak of matters in Oregon, || 
on which he has been informed, which would 
show that Dr. Dart has perhaps been as efficient | 
@ superintendent as was ever sent abroad by thus 
Government; that his course has been concil- 
latory and pacific; that, owing to his peculiar | 
fitness for the position, the peace of Oregon re- 
mained undisturbed during the three years of his 
administration, among all the tribes with which 
he made treaties, and with which the General | 
Government was in intercourse. If there was | 
any Indian war in Oregon during the time Dr. | 
Dart was in office, | am not aware of it. Dr. 
Dart has assured me that, with all the tribes with | 
which he was in intercourse, profound peace | 
reigned, The testimony before us as to Dr. | 
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Dart’s official administration while he was in 
Uregon certainly commends him to all sides as 
an effective officer; and I think it is right and 
proper that he should receive more than $2,500 a 
re for his services. I call the attention of the || 
louse to the fact that the bill before us does not 
propose to increase his salary to what the cor- 
responding officer in California received. It only || 
Increases his salary $1,000 a year—from $2,500 
to $3,500. 

Now, sir, the Government sent out this officer || 
to Oregon; he has been faithful and efficientin the || 
discharge of his duties; he has preserved peace || 
with all the Indians in that Territory with which | 
the Government was on terms of intercourse, and | 
he has received but $2,500 a year as his compen- | 
Sation. I think the increase proposed in this 


j 





| Dr. Dart made no treaties with any Indians in || 


| not confirmed. 


| quarters for the doctor. 


| market was California. | 


| was received here, and I was notified of it a | 
| month before the appointment wus made. 
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bill is a just one, and I hope it will be given. [ || 
demand the previous question on the passage of 
the bill. 

Mr. LANE. Iask the gentleman from Wis- 
consin to allow me to make a single correction ? 

Mr. BILLINGHURST. 1 will withdraw the 
demand for the previous question for that pur- 

ose. 

Mr. LANE. I want to notice some of the 
statements of the gentleman from Wisconsin. lle || 
says that during the time Dr. Dart was superin- || 
tendent of Indian affairs in Oregon, profound || 
peace reigned in that Territory. Now, sir, I} 
wish to state that, during the administration of || 
Dr. Dart, a bloody war broke out with the Rogue 
river Indians in Oregon. 

Mr. BILLINGHURST. I wish to ask the | 
gentlemen from Oregon whether the war of which | 
he speaks, was with Indian tribes with which the 
Government had made treaties? 

Mr. LANE. I will answer the 


entleman. || 
Oregon, except with those in the Willamette || 
valley, the Columbia, and Coast Indians—the 
latter assembled at Port Orford—with whom we 
have been at peace from the time they saw the 
first white man to the present—except some of 
the Coast Indians. We never had any trouble 
with them, and never shall have. He made, I 
think, some dozen treaties in all, with them. 
Some of them were made with bands of eight or 
ten persons, purchasing their right to the soil at 
exorbitant prices; but not one of which treaties || 
was ever ratified by the Senate. 
As I said before—and no man has a better right 
to speak of it than I—we had a bloody war with | 
the Rogue river Indians while he was superin- 
tendent of Indian affairs in that Territory; but | 
Dr. Dart never went near the seat of war, and the 
Governor of the Territory—Governor Gaines— | 
whose duty was not to attend to Indian affairs— | 
for the offices were then separated—went out | 
there, and from me received the Indian prisoners, 
and afterwards made peace, and I procured an 
appropriation for paying the expenses incurred 
by him while on that duty. Dr. Dart complained | 
of that act of Governor Gaines. He said it was | 
trespassing upon his rights. But the doctor him- | 
self did not go to that section of the Territory; 
but, as | have said, he made treaties with the | 
Willamette, Columbia, and Coast Indians, and | 
purchased their rights to the lands on such terms ] 
as did not suit the Senate, and his treaties were 











| 
Now, | want to notice another point. Some- | 
thing has been said about living in Oregon at this || 
time being as expensive as it was in California. || 
Let me say that the Government furnished good || 
He built for the Indian || 
agency, at the expense of the Government, one of 

the finest houses in the Territory; and so far as the || 
cost of living was concerned, | will say that we | 
were at that time sending produce to California. | 
Nearly every vessel that went out was freighted, 

more or less, with flour, and the price of wheat 

was not as high as it has since been in the States. 

It cannot be said that the cost of living was as | 
high in Oregon as in California, when our only | 


} 
| 


And the gentleman was mistaken in another || 
point. The doctor states in his communication, || 
that he knows of none but political reasons for his 
removal. Now, sir, he was not removed at all. 
He resigned in December, to take effect in the 
June following. 

Mr. BILLINGHURST. If the gentleman 
will allow me, I will say that my impression is 
that Dr. Dart resigned because his salary was 
not sufficient to live upon. 

Mr. LANE. Well, sir, he had no right to 
come here and tell the House that he was re- 
moved. He wasnot removed. His resignation 





The | 
appointment was made on the 14th of March, | 
more than a month after the resignation of Dr. 
Dart had been received; and yet he comes here | 
and tells us that he was removed. f 
Now, Mr. Speaker, Dr. Dart has no more right 

to an increase of compensation than the present 
superintendent. The present superintendent has 
discharged the duties ef the office at the same | 
salary, and discharged them faithfully. He has | 
been continually traveling over the Territory, I 


| the House. |! 
| sioner of Indian Affairs at the time of Dr. Dart’s 
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trying to maintain peace with the Indians, instead 
of remaining in snug quarters. I move to lay 
the bill on the table. 

Mr. WELLS. Mr. Speaker, I appeal to the 
Delegate from Oregen to withdraw his motion to 
lay on the table, that I may say a word or two on 
the merits of the bill. 

Mr. LANE. The gentleman from New York 
{Mr. rapes desires to ask a question, and I 
will yield for that purpose. 

The SPEAKER, 
draw his motion to lg 

Mr. LANE. 
floor. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman cannot make 
that condition. If the gentleman withdraws his 
motion, the gentleman from Wisconsin will be 
entitled to the floor. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. I hope the gentleman 
will withdraw his motion, so that | may move to 
give it another direction. 

Mr. LANE. I withdraw the motion to lay on 


Does the gentleman with- 
on the table? 
I will, on condition I keep the 


the table. 


Mr. WELLS. Mr. Speaker, I am surprised 


| at the opposition to the bill before the House for 


the relief of Dr. Dart. The claimant, at the time 
of his appointment, was a citizen of Wisconsin, 
and he is still a citizen of that State. In con- 
versations with him, he has stated to me the 
facts of the case, and,so far as I have examined 
them, | hold the claim to be just and proper, and 
believe thut it ought to be allowed. 

I am not singular in the belief that the claim is 
a just one. The Committee on Indian Affairs of 


| the Senate investigated the matter, and reported 


to that body that Dr. Dart ought to be paid some 
$3,000. The bill came to this House, and was 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, 
which committee has, as | understand, reported 
unanimously in favor of its passage. 

Mr. LETCHER. The vote in committee was 
five to four. 

Mr. WELLS. I do not know how that may 
be. The gentleman, however, admits that a 
majority of the committee reported in favor of 
the passage of the bill. 1 have sent to the docu- 
ment room for the minority report in this case, 
and am told that there is no minority report. 

Mr. TODD. I will correcta misstatement made 
by the gentleman from Virginia. There were only 
two dissenting voices in committee on this case. 

Mr. LETCHER. How many were present? 

Mr: TODD. I think the committee was full; 
one member only was absent. 

Mr. WELLS. The bill was reported from the 
Committee of the Whole House on the Private 
Calendar, on objection day. There was not a 
single objection to it,and it was only by accident 
that it did not pass the House on the day it was 
reported. When it was upon the Speaker’s table 
I made inquiries relative to the facts of the case, 
and obtained the information which I will give to 
Calling on Mr. Lea, the Commis- 


appointment, I asked him what was the under- 
standing between the doctor and himself. He 
said that when the appointment was tendered 
Dr. Dart, he declined to accept it on account of 
the smallness of the salary. Several conversa- 
tions took place between Mr. Lea, Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs, Mr. Atchison, chairman of the 


| Committee on Indian Affairs of the Senate, and 


Dr. Dart; and the latter was assured that if he 
accepted the appointment and went to Oregon, a 
bill would be reported to give him a salary of 
$4,500 per annum. Mr. Lea states that that 
assurance was made to Dr. Dart; and it was only 
when it was made, that he accepted the appoint- 
ment and went to the field of his duties. Because 
of the great press of business at that session of 
Congress, the salary of the superintendent of In- 
dian affairs for Oregon was not increased. In 
the mean time Dr. Dart continued to discharge 
the duties of the office. ‘ 

Now, | hold that the Government is bound in 
equity to make good the promises of its agents, 
who, in this instance, were the Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs and the chairman of the Committee 
on Indian Affairs of the Senate. Our faith is 
pledged, as much as, it could be for the payment of 
this increased compensation. Gentlemen would 
not deny that it would be censurable in @ man to 
refuse to execute a contract made by his agens 
with his own consent. Yet, is not this a simular 
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enlarged salary had not been made? Certainly we 
have. Itis in evidence before the committee that 
he would not go to Oregon iff the capacity men- 
tioned for $2,500 a year. He did not accept the 
appointment until officers of the Government, 
who were deeply interested in our Indian rela- 
tions, assured him the salary would be increased 
to $4,500. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 1 understand that this gen- 
tlemen held the office of superintendent for three 
years. Now, the alleged understanding between 
the claimant and a Senator is an understanding 
which binds the Senator and nobody else. 

Mr. WELLS. Assurances to the same effect 
were made by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

Mr. HOUSTON. That is new evidence in 
the case. Even admitting that fact, to which no 
allusion has been made by the gentleman from 
New York who reported the bill, lask why Mr. 
Dart retained the office during three years, with- 
out, atany time, attempting to enforce the under- 
standin# between him and the Commissioner, rel- 
ative to anmincrease of salary? 

Mr. WELLS. The gentleman will remember 
that at that time it took from six months toa 
year for a mail to go to and return from Oregon. 
Every day it was expected that the salary of the 
superintendent would be increased. 

Mr. HOWSTON. Lhappened to be on a com- 
mittee at that time, to which the question would 
have come, if it had been pressed. I remember 
to have had long and full conversations with Mr. 
Dart, when he brought his treaties here, but I 
have no recollection that he made any effort in 
either House of Congress for an increase of his 
ealary. He was here, and could have made an 
effort to that effect. I do not care how slow the 
mai! was carried; he was here, and did not make 
any effort for an increase of his salary. He was 
here, as I am informed, for six months, during 
















































































































































































discharge, his duties in Oregon. He did not 
then press his claim, though he could have done 
it, for the reason that, in his conscience, he knew 
he was not entitled to any such increase. 

Mr. WELLS. 1 yielded to the gentleman to 
usk a question, and he has gone on to makea 
speech. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I have only to say, in re- 



























































tioned, from Mr. Lea himself. He toldme that 
conversations on the subject, and in which assu- 
rances of increased pay were given to Mr. Dart, 
were held between himself and Mr. Atchison, 
chairman of the Committee on Indian Affairs of 
the’ Senate. 
Mr. LANE. 


in reference to a statement he has made. 
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time Dr. Dart was superintendent were not as 
good as they are now; that it took from four to 
six months for the mail to go to Oregon. I say 
they were os good at that day as they are now; 
the mail went regularly every two weeks. 


Mr. WELLS. I leave the House to judge of 









































us. The question is, shalt we make good the 
promises held out to Dr. Dart by the officers of 
the Gevernment? Shall we give him that increase 
of salary which he was promised if he would 


























and received no information as to an increase of 
his pay. 
traveled the whole country over, made the best 
treaties he could—although they were not all 
confirmed—and, as far as I know, there were no 
Indian wars there at that time, such as we have 
since seen. The department was satisfied with 
all that he did there, and he was not to blame if 
the treaties were not confirmed. Perhaps the 
Government thought they could make a better 
trade. I cannot say that the Delegate from 
Oregon [Mr. Lane] agreed with what Mr. Dart 
did in that Territory. 
difficulties between them. 

Mr. LANE. I wish to make a personal ex- 
planation. 

Mr. WELLS. 

Mr. LANE. 































































































I will yield to a question. 























personal difficulty between me and Mr. Dart. 









1 presume there were | 


I desire to say a word, as the | 
gentleman says that there may have been some 


Iwill put the gentleman right | 


that; but it is immaterial to the question before || 





} 
| 


which time he was discharging, or purporting to || 


| 
} 
| 
| 
| 





case? Have we not proof that the appointment | Mr. WELLS. Nota personal, but an official 
would not have been accepted if these promises of | difficulty. 


Mr. LANE. Well, official difficulty. 


was not on official duty when that gentleman was 


\| Dick, Dickson, Dodd 
| Granger, Robert B. 


Sir, I | 


| superintendent of Indian affairs in Oregon. Gen- | 


| eral Gaines was appointed my successor as Gov- 
| ernor of Oreeon, before Mr. Dart went out there; | 


and there was no official difficulty between us. 
Mr. WELLS. 
matter further. As I said before, the Adminis- 
tration were well pleased with what Mr. Dart 
did. The point which I make is, that Mr. Dart 
served in Oregon three years, and hearing that 
his salary had not been increased, and his health 

| having become somewhat impaired by the ardu- 
ous nature of his duties—though he did live ina 

| fine house, as the gentleman says; yet he traveled 


| over a large portion of the Territory, and made | 
treaties with the Indian tribes;—having, I say, | 


| 


| heard that his salary had not been increased, and 
his health being impaired, he resigned his office, 
/ and he asked us to give him that compensation to 
which he considered himself entitled. The com- 
| mittee took up the case and examined it, and the 
Senate committee reported in favor of giving him 
$3,500; and it seems to me that the Government 
is bound, in good faith, to give this additional 
compensation. Mr. 
that this gentleman accepted the office with a 
positive promise—that is the language—that the 
| salary divi be increased. We all know that 


| in Oregon these officers now receive $4,500 a year, | 


and we propose to give this claimant only $3,500. 
I know he is a faithful, honest man, and of the 
| highest respectability. I went west with him 
| twenty-one years ago, when he first went to Wis- 
consin, and I have known him ever since; and I 


have never heard a word of complaint as to the | 


manner in which he discharged his duties, and it || ; 
a ? | Georgia propose that the House shall adjourn 


is no more than right that he should be paid. 
Mr. RUST. I move to Jay the bill upon the 
table. 


Mr. GREENWOOD. 


a number of times, and I now insist upon it. 
Mr. GOODE. I call for tellers. 


| ‘Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Rurrin 


and Topp were appointed. 


} | ‘The question was taken; and the tellers re- 
ply to the gentleman, that I had my information || ported—ayes 69, noes 54. 
in reference to the understanding I have men- | 


So the bill was laid upon the table. 


| Mr, LETCHER moved to reconsider the vote 
| by which the bill was laid on the table; and also 


moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on 
the table; which latter motion was agreed to. 


WEST DRINKWATER, AND CTHERS. 





derstood him to say that the mail facilities at the || 


The House proceeded to the consideration of the 


| act (H. R. No. 205) for the relief of West Drink- 


water, and others—the question being on order- 


| ing the bill to be engrossed, and read a third 


time. 


Mr. KNOWLTON. This bill having been 


| already discussed two days, I move the previous 
| question. 





accept the office? He remained there three years, 


Mr. McMULLIN. 
report read. 

Mr. KNOWLTON. 
read three times. ° 

Mr. McMULLIN. If this is the same bill 
we have had under consideration heretofore, I 
move to lay it on the table. 

The question was taken; and the House re- 


I would like to have the 


The report has been 


He ruined his health, in a measure, || fused to lay the bill on the table. 


The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered; and under the operation 
thereof, the bill was ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, was ac- 
cordingly read the third time. 

Mr. KNOWLTON moved the previous ques- 
tion on the passage of the bill. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 

Mr. McMULLIN called for the yeas and nays 
on the passage of the bill. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 


Well, I will not pursue that | 


I ask my colleague to | 
withdraw that motion for a moment, that I may | 
| submit a motion to recommit the bill. 
Mr. RUST. The motion has been withdrawn | 


SELL said, in the Senate, | 
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| Vanderbilt’s steamship to-morrow. 





| get back you can do nothing here. 


- 


July 25, 


Rn Emrie, Galloway, 
all, Thomas L. Harris, Harris 
Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, Kelsey, K; oily 
Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Matteson, McCarty Meache”? 
Killian Miller, Morgan, Morrill, Norton, Pelton, Peony.” 
ton, Perry, Pettit, Pike, Robbins, Roberts, Sabin ae 
Sapp, Simmons, Spinner, Stanton, Stranahan, Tanne”? 
Taylor, Thorington, Trafton, Wade, Wakeman Pa? 
bridge, Waldron, Elihu B. Washburne, Israe} Washbury 
Wells, Williams, Wood, and Woodruff—79. -— 
NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Barksdale, Bell, Hendley 8. pe 

nett, James H. Campbell, Caskie, Cox, Craige, Crawford, 
Davidson, Edmundson, Edwards, Elliott, English Ether 
idge, Eustis, Evans, Foster, Goode Greenwood, Haria, 
Houston, Jewett, George W. Jones, Kidwell, Lake Leiter’ 
Letcher, Lumpkin, Alexander K. Marshall, MeMullin 
Smith Miller, Millson, Andrew Oliver, Packer, Park,’ 
Peck, Phelps, Porter, Powell, Puryear, Quitman, Ready. 
Ricaud, Ritchie, Rivers, Ruffin, Rust, Savage, Scott, Sher. 
man, Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, William R. Spins, 
Sneed, Swope, Talbott, Thurston, Todd, Under 
Vail, Valk, Warner, Watkins, Whitney, 
V. Wright, and Zollicoffer—68. 


So the bill was passed. 


Mr. KNOWLTON moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was passed, and also moved 
to we the motion to reconsider on the table: 
which latter motion was agreed to. : 


VISIT TO THE STEAMSHIP VANDERBILT, 


Mr. STEPHENS. An invitation was yester. 
day received by the House, to visit Commodore 
I move that 
the House accept the invitation of Mr. Vander. 
bilt, and that the Speaker be requested to notify 
him of its acceptance, and to name the hour of 
four o’clock, p. m, as the time of the visit, 

Mr. MILLSON. I hope the House will make 
no order on the subject. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I am willing to come here 
to-morrow and work till four o’clock in the after. 
noon. 

Mr. MILLSON. Does the gentleman from 


Giddings, 


mith, 
Wor Ml, 
Woodworth, Johg 


over? 

Mr. STEPHENS. Oh, no. 

Mr. MILLSON. Ido not think that this in- 
vitation ought to go on the Journal of the House, 
It is an unofficial affair altogether. It is an invi- 
tation to the members individually, and the mem- 
bers individually may or may not accept the in- 
vitation. I do not think that the House should, 
in its corporate capacity, accept an invitation to 
visit a steamboat. . 

Mr. STEPHENS. I suggest to the gentleman 
from Virginia that the invitation has been entered 
on the Journal, and has been printed. I think 
that in courtesy we ought to accept it. 

Mr. MILLSON. 1 differ from the gentleman 
from Georgia as to what the House owes to itself 
in this case. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I think the in- 
vitation was read to the House, and moved to be 
entered on the Journal; and I think that the best 
way now to test the question, whether the invita- 
tion shall be accepted or not, is to make a motion 
to adjourn over till Monday. You are invited to 
go there ateleven o’clock, and by the time you 
Now, sir, I 
am not in favor of the adjournment, but [ think 
that that is the best way. 

Mr. STEPHENS. On what ground does the 
gentleman say that the invitation is for eleven 
o’clock ? I think it is for any time that will suit 
the House. 

Mr. JONES. You will find that the time fixed 
is eleven o’clock. 

Mr. STEPHENS. Or any other time that 
will suit the House. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I desire to say to the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee, and to the House, that 
I saw Mr. Vanderbilt yesterday, and he inquired 


| of me at what time it would suit the convenience 


The question was taken; and it was decided in || 


the affirmative—yeas 79, nays 68; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour, Henry | 


Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bliss, Bowie 


| Bradshaw, Brenton, Broom, Buffinton, Chaffee, Bayard 


Clarke, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Williamson R. W. Cobb, 
Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cragin, Cumback, Damrell. Dean, 


of members to visit the ship, if they accepted 
his invitation at all? He said that his intention 
was, if the House thought proper to accept the 
invitation, to have a steamboat ready to convey 
members from the shore to the ship, and he 
wished to know at what time it should be there? 
The proposition of the gentleman from Georgia 
is one which will allow the House of Represent- 
atives to meet and dispose of the business of the 
day, and during the interval of the recess we can 
visit the vessel. 

Mr. A. K. MARSHALL addressed the Chair. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, (interrupting.) It's 
true, as my friend is about to suggest, that the 
tickets of invitation indicate the hour of eleven 
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1856. 


o’clock, but this interview was subsequent to the 
jssuing of these tickets. 

Mr. EUSTIS. I move that when the House 
ourns to-day, it adjourn to meet on Monday 





ad) 


ext. c i 
P Mr. MATTESON. On that motion I call for 
the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. EUSTIS. I withdraw the motion. 


| 





The question was taken on Mr. SrerHens’s | 


notion; and it was agreed to. 
Mr. GIDDINGS.» I 

solve itself into a Committee of the Whole on the 

Private Calendar. 

ENROLLED BILL. 


Mr. DAVIDSON, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, reported as truly enrolled an act to 
rand amend an act to appropriate money to 


I 


ail 


the city of Savannah, in the State of Georgia, ap- 
prov d March 3, 1855; when the Speaker signed 
the same. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 
he SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid 


before the House a message from the President | 


of the United States, communicating a letter from 
the Postmaster General, and the copy of a con- 
ditional contract, entered into under the instruc- 
tions of the President, for the purchase of a lot 
and building thereon for a post office in Philadel- 
phia, together with a copy of the report of the 
architect of the post office building in relation to 
the said lot and building, and recommending an 
appropriation of $250,000 to complete the pur- 
chase, and an appropriation of $50,000 to make 
the required alterations. 


accompanying documents were referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 
message from the President, transmitting a copy 
of the minutes of a council held at Fort Pierre, in 
Nebraska Territory, on the Ist of March, 1856, 
by General Harney, with delegates from nine 
bands of the Sioux Indians, and asking an appro- 


priation of $100,000, to enable the Government | 


to carry into effect the stipulations entered into 
on that occasion; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, and ordered to be 
printed. 


Also, a communication from the Treasury De- || 
partment, transmitting estimates for deficiencies || 


in the appropriations for the expenses of the Ter- 
ritory of Minnesota; which received the same 
reference and order. 
REFERENCE OF A BILL. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 


reading? 


the Senate for his relief, and was here, awaiting 
the action of the House. 

The SPEAKER. 
there is a single bill on the Speaker’s table of a 
private character. It will be taken up. 

The bill for the relief of Donn Piatt was then 


taken from the Speaker’s table, read a first and | 


second time, and referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. 


WITHDRAWAL AND RETURN OF PAPERS. 


On motion of Mr. GREENWOOD, by unani- 


mous consent, the following resolution was con- 
sidered and adopted: 


' Resolved, That the Clerk of this House be directed to 1] 
request the Court of Claims to return to this House the bill 


of the Senate entitled “ An act for the relief of Theresa 
Dardeune, widow of Abraham Dardenne, deceased, and 
their surviving children,” with the accompanying papers. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, by unanimous 
consent, obtained leave to withdraw from the files 


of the House certain papers for the purpose of 


presentation at the Court of Claims. 


THE PRIVATE CALENDAR. 


Mr. GIDDINGS. 
that the House resolve itself into a Committee 
of the Whole House on the Private Calendar. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into a 
Committee of the Whole Slee, and proceeded to 
the consideration of the Private Calendar. This 


I move that the House re- || 


Are there nobills | 
on the Speaker’s table on their first and second || 
Il met a man with one of his arms off 
this morning, who told me that a bill had passed | 


The Chair is informed that | 


I now insist on my motion | 


remove obstructions In the Savannah river, below | 





' 


j 
| 


| bill that is taken is to be objected te. 
| worth our while, therefore, to take up our time 
I move that the commit- | 


| order. 


| to object to every bill. 
; ; paiet * || rise. 
On motion of Mr. TYSON, the message and | 








being sagt day, the bills were taken up in 
their or 


er; and, under the rules, such as were | 


not objected to were, without debate, laid aside 


to be reported to the House. . 


« 
A bill (S. No. 206) for the relief of the heirs and 


legal representatives of Daniel Renner and Na- 
thaniel H. Heath. [Objectedto by Mr. Letcuer. | 
A bill (H. R. No. 37) for the relief of Peyton 


G. King, late receiver of public money at Mon- | 


roe, Louisiana. 


Mr. McMULLIN. 


the Calendar that is taken up. 
Mr. DUNN. It is announced here that every 
It is not 


longer with the matter. 
tee rise. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I hope the gen- 


I object to that bill; and | 
| I give notice that I shall object to every bill on 


tleman from Indiana will withdraw the motion. | 


If the gentleman from Virginia persists in his 
objection to everything on the Calendar, let us go 
through with the Calendar. 


It will then be in | 


order to begin over again, and an objection can- | 


not prevent us from considering the cases as they 
come up. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. 
I object. 
rr * . 

The question was taken on the motion that the 
committee rise; and it was notagreed to. 


This discussion is not in 


A bill (H. R. No. 104) to enable the United | 


States to make use of the solar compass in the 
public surveys. 
Tennessee. } 

Mr. TAYLOR. Thegentleman from Virginia 
{[Mr. MceMu uy] has not redeemed his pledge 
I move that the committee 


Mr. McMULLIN. I should have objected if 


the gentleman from Tennessee had not. 


[Objected to by Mr. Jones, of | 





The motion that the committee rise was not | 


agreed to. 


A bill (H. R. No. 224) authorizing the legal 


| representatives of Manuel Gonzales Moro to enter 


certain lands in Missouri. 
MeMu tu. } 

A bill (H. R. No. 225) for the relief of Joseph 
Richards, of Berks county, Pennsylvania. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I object to that bill. 

Mr. WHITNEY. I hope the gentleman will 
give a reason for his objection. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. If the gentleman chooses 


[Objected to by Mr. 


to object to all those bills, the responsibility is | 


with him. 
A bill (H. R. No. 243) for the relief of George 


| K. McGunnegle, surviving partner of the late 
| firm of Hill & McGunnegle, of St. Louis, Mis- 


souri. 

Mr. QUITMAN. 
hear the report in this case, they will not make 
objection to the bill. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I feel called on, in dis- 
charge of my representative duty, to object to this 
bill. 

Mr. HOUSTON. As this is in all likelihood 
the last objection day, and as it is now near two 
o’clock, and we could not make any headway 


I think, if gentlemen will | 


with the appropriation bills if we went into the | 


Committee of the Whole on 
Union, | appeal to the 
to let us go on with the 


the state of the 
ventleman from Virginia 
bills on the Private Cal- 


endar. 
Mr. GIDDINGS. I call the gentleman to 
order. 


Mr. HOUSTON. 


Private Calendar. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
ject to the bill before the committee ? 

Mr. McMULLIN. I do object to it. 

A bill (H.R. No. 254) for the relief of the 
heirs of the late Samuel R. Thurston, Delegate 
from Oregon. 

Mr. STANTON. 
and I object to it. 

Mr. STEPHENS. [move that the committee 
do now rise; and on that motion I call for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Davis, of 
Massachusetts, and Mitison, were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 54, noes 71. 

So the motion was disagreed to. 


Mr. SNEED. | rise to a question of order. 


I sympathize with the gen- | 
tleman in his desire to get through the appropria- | 
tion bills; but I ask him to let us go on with the | 


Does the gentleman ob- | 





I have examined that bill, | 
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The bill which has just been passed over for the 
rélief the heirs of the late Samuel R. Thurston, 
was objected to last objection day by the gentle- 
man from Obio; and i make the point of order 
that it cannot be objected to a second time on 
another objection day. 

The CHAIRMAN, 
point of order. 

Mr. SNEED. I understand that it has been 
the rule of the House not to receive objections a 
second time on a second objection day. 

The CHAIRMAN. The bill has been disposed 
of for the present. The Calendar was called 
through on the last objection day, and the call 
has been commenced anew; and the Chair holds 
that the gentleman from Ohio hada right to make 
objection; and objection having been made, the 
bill has been passed over. 

A bill (H.R. No. 260) for the relief of the legal 
representatives of Thomas Gordon, deceased. 
[Objected to by Mr. MeMunuin.} 

A bill (H.R. No. 269) for the relief of he sure- 
ties of the late Lieutenant Charles E. Jarvis, Uni- 
ted States Army. 

Mr.LETCHER. That bill is founded on one 
presumption upon the top of another to establish 
the claim, and I object to it. 

Mr. FULLER, of Maine. 
committee do now rise. 

Mr. DAVIDSON. We have arrived at such 
a point that the whole House can see that the 
despotism of the rule is to be enforced, to the 
destruction of the just rights of claimants to relief 
at our hands. I therefore move that the com- 
mittee do now rise. 

Mr. BENSON. 


rise. 


The Chair overrules the 


I move that the 


I hope the committee will not 
I desire that we shall go on until we reach 
the bill for the relief of the widows and orphans 
of the officers, seamen, and marines, of the United 
States sloop-of-war Albany, in the loss of which 
two hundred and sixty-one persons lost their 
lives, and nota dollar has been paid to the widows 
and orphans of those so lost, [Cries of ** Order !”" 
**Order!’’] I want to see who will object to that 


bill. 


Mr. LETCHER. I shall object to any bill 


| which I think is based upon a wrong principle. 


] objected to the bill which was last read because 
it makes an allowance founded not upon a particle 
of evidence, but upon the force of presumption. 

Mr. TAYLOR. If the House will allow me, 
I will request my friend from Louisiana to with- 
draw the motion that the committee rise. It was 
true that, in the excitement of the moment, lI 
pledged myself to make the motion whenever the 
gentleman from Virginia [Mr. McMutuay} failed 
to object to a bill; but I must confess, that per- 
haps I acted with a little precipitation, ond as 
some of my friends have been sufferers by the 
objections of the gentleman from Virginia, | am 
not disposed that others should suffer in conse- 
quence of my action. Therefore, l hope my col- 
league will withdraw his motion, 

Mr. DAVIDSON. I will withdraw it. 

Mr. MeMULLIN. Mr. Chairman, I will—- 
[** Order !’”] I consider (** Order !”’ ‘*Or- 





der !’’] 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I object to anything out of 
order. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I rise to a personal ex- 
planation, 


Mr. GIDDINGS. We want no personal ex- 
planation of the kind., I call the gentleman to 
order. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I hope the gentleman will 
be allowed to make the personal explanation he 
desires to make. It may result in promoting the 
business of the committee. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I object to time being ap- 
propriated to such a purpose. 

Mr. TAYLOR. I trust the member from Ohio 
will withdraw the objection. The explanation 
will take but a sinele moment. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I shall not withdraw it. I 
insist upon proceeding with the business of the 
committee. 


Mr. GOODE. 


1 move that the committee do 


| now rise. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The committee 
has heard the explanation of the gentleman from 
Louisiana, [Mr. 'Tartor,] and | think it is only 
right that it should hear that of the gentleman 
from Virginia. [Cries of ‘‘ Order!’’} 

Mr. HOUSTON. The explanation is shoct, 
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ST tn er 
and may lead to results promoting the business 
of the committee. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. If want gentlemen distinctly 
to understand that I do object. I want the com- 
mittee to go on with its business. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Is it in order to 
submit a motion that the gentleman from Virginia 
have leave to make an explanation? If so, I sub- 
mit that motion. 

The CHAIRMAN. In the judgment of the 
Chair, it would require unanimous consent. The 
Chair wil] put the question tothe House, whether 
there is any objection to the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia submitting his motion. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I object once for all. Let 
the committee proceed to business. 

The question was taken on the motion that the 
committee do now rise; and it was not agreed to. 

A bill CH. R. No. 285) for the relief of Captain 
Thomas Ap Catesby Jones. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I move that that 
bill be laid aside, to be reported to the House with 
a recommendation that it do pass. 

Mr. McMULLIN. ‘The cause having been 
removed why | committed myself on this ques- 
tion, | now withdraw my objection. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I call the gentleman to order. 
Let the committee proceed with its business. 

Mr. MecMULLIN. 1 desire to ask the Chair 
whether it is not in order for a member to move 
that another member have leave to be heard ? 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I call the gentleman from 
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Mr. QUITMAN. I am asking the Chair a 
question. I wish to know of the Chair whether, 
gentleman from Virginia has withdrawn 


if Ny 
| his oBjection to the bills which were passed over 
| on his objection, they will not be laid aside to be | 


reported to the House? 


The CHAIRMAN. That can only be done | 


| by unanimous consent, as the 


Shair understands 
the practice. 

Mr. HAVEN. 
aside to be reported to the House? 

The CHAIRMAN. Sothe Chair understands. 

Mr. KNOX. I do not rise to make objections 
to the bill, but I wish to have an explanation of 
it. It was reported by my friend from New York, 
and there are some rather suspicious circum- 
stances connected with it I should like my friend 
from New York to explain. 

The CHAIRMAN. If there be no objection, 
the bill will be laid aside to be reporte 
House. 

Mr. FULLER, of Maine. 
ing of the report. 

Mr. KNOX. Unless some explanation is made 
of the bill, I certainly object. 

A bill (Hl. R. No. 278) for the relief of Mrs. 
A. W. Angus, widow of the late Captain Samuel 
Angus, United States Navy. 

Mr. PHELPS. 


derstand it, is now receiving a pension from 


I call for the read- 


the Government at the same rate she would have | 


received if her husband had died in the service. 


to the | 


This Mrs. Angus, as I un- | 


J uly 25, 





the owners of the fishing schooners hereinaf,,. 
mentioned, the following sums, respectively: T. 
the owners of the schooner Wanderer, of Belote) 
Maine, $136, as bounty for 1848; to the owner, 
of the schooner Mary, of Brooksville, Maine 
$137 81, as bounty for 1852; to the owners of tj; 
schooner Olive Branch, of Sedgewick, Maino 

~—? 


|| $154 90, as bounty for 1852; to the owners of 
|| the schooner Two Brothers, of Sedgewick, M 
Has the last bill been laid 


$126 35, as bounty for 1852; to the chan’ 
srothers, of Lyme, Connecticut, $360, as bounty 
| for 1853; said sums to be divided among 4} 
owners and sharesmen of said schooners res 
ively, as now provided by existing laws, 
The bill was laid aside to be reported to 
| House. 

An act (S. No. 76) for the relief of the widows 
and orphans of the officers, seamen, and marines 
of the United States sloop of war Albany, and 
for other purposes. 

The Committee on Naval Affairs reported the 
| bill with various amendments. 


Mr. BENSON. I am directed by the commit. 


‘tee to report the following additional amend. 
ment: 


1e 
pe Ct- 


he 


Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That for the purpose 
of fixing the time to which the pay of Passed Midshipman 
W.H. Smith shall be allowed, the Ist of May, 1851, sha\j 
be deemed and taken to be the day on which said Smith 
Was lost at sea. 


The question was taken on the several amend- 


ments; and they were agreed to. 

The bill was then laid aside to be reported to 
the House. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. I see that the nine 


Virginia to order. i 
Mr. McMULLIN, (to Mr. Gippines.) Make. 
our point of order. 


{ think the principle of the bill is wrong, and I 
therefore object. 


A bill (H. R. No. 281) for the relief of Betsey 





Ne 


Mr. HOUSTON. The gentlemen [Mr. Mce- 
Mecuy] is asking a question, and is in order. 
Mr. GIDDINGS. He is not in order. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has already 


ruled that the gentleman is not in order, unless 
by unanimous consent. 


Mr. McMULLIN. [ask the question whether 


Nash. [Objected to by Mr. Lerter.] 
A bill (H. R. No. 282) for the relief of Ed- 


| mund Mitchell. 


The bill was read. 
of Edmund Mitchell, of Carroll county, in the 


State of Kentucky, be placed upon the pension | 


roll, at the rate of eight dollars per month, to 





It directs that the mame | 


cases following on the Calendar are cases report- 
ed to the Court of Claims, on which adverse 
reports have been made. I presume these ad- 
verse reports amount to objections. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will regard 
the adverse reports from the Court of Claims as 


objections. 

ie. JONES, of Tennessee. I would propose, 
if there be no objection, that they be laid aside 
| to be reported to the House, with a recommend- 
| ation that they do not pass. 

| Mr. GIDDINGS. I stggest that the motion 
| be that they be laid aside to be reported, witha 
| recommendation that the reports be confirmed. 

| Mr. JONES. That the reports of the Court 
of Claims be confirmed? 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Yes. 

Mr. JONES. I have no objections. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Lhave thought of the mat- 
| ter, and concluded that that is the most appro- 
priate mode. 

Mr. JONES. I want to agree with the court, 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama. I object to all this, 

Mr.CHAIRMAN. Then the cases are passed 
over, as objection is made. 

The reports from the Court of Claims are as 
follows: Adverse reports in the cases of Robert 
Roberts, Samuel M. Puckett, John P. McElderry, 


itis not in order for a gentleman to move that 
another be permitted to make an explanation? | 
recollect that, in the Thirty-First Congress || House. 
Mr. GIDDINGS. I call the gentleman from || _ A bill (H. R. No. 283) for the relief of Eve- 
Virginia to order. || lina Porter, widow of the late Commodore David 
Mr. McMULLIN. On my motion the mem- || Porter, of the United States Navy. 
ber from Ohio was permitted to speak. Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I dislike to make 
Mr. GIDDINGS,. Order! | objection to a bill; but as this establishes an en- 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Vir- || tirely new principle, | must object. | 
ginia is not in order. The Chair has already |} Mr.LEITER. After the explanation from the || 
stated that, in its judgment, the motion of the || gentleman from Virginia, I desire to withdraw | 
gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Suir} cannot be || objection to a bill for the relief of Betsey Nash. 
entertained unless by unanimous consent. | "The CHAIRMAN. Thatcan be done only by 
Mr. HOUSTON. I understand the gentleman || unanimous consent. 
from Virginia Mr. PHELPS. I object to going back. | 
Mr. GIDDINGS. A bill (Hl. R. No. 289) for the relief of the | 
| 
| 
| 
| 


commence on the Ist day of March, 1854. 
The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 








I call the gentleman from | 
Alabama to order. owner and crew of the fishing schooner Florilla. 


Mr. HOUSTON. Iam going to make a mo- | 
tion which is in order. Will the gentleman just 
sitdown until I make my motion; and if it be 
out of order the Chair will so state? I under- | 
stand that the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. 
ee) has withdrawn his objections—— 

Mr.GIDDINGS. I must object to the remarks 
of the gentleman from Alabama. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Iam not making remarks. 
[am only making a motion. 1 move now to | 
commence the Calendar again. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. The gentleman is not in 


Mr. JONES. Iam opposed to the system of 
drawbacks. I object to the bill. 

A bill (H. R. No. 300) for the relief of Joshua 
Knowles, Jr., and others, owners of the schooner 
Garnet, of Truro. | Louis G. Thomas and others, Shepherd Knapp, 

Mr. JONES. I object to this bill for the same || Cyrus H. McCormick, William W. Cox, J. D. 
|| reason that I objected to the last one. || Holman, executor of Jesse B. Holman, deceased, 

An act (S. No. 105) for the relief of Levi Rob- || and John C. Hale. 
inson. A bill (H. R. No. 325) for the relief of Isaac 

The bill was read. It authorizes and directs |; Adams. 

the Secretary of the Treasury to pay, out of any || Mr. PHELPS. 


I object, because I think we 


unappropriated money in the Treasury, to Levi | had better have a discussion on all these patent 
order. ; ° | Robinson, of Eden, Maine, owner of the schooner |} extension cases. 
Mr. HOUSTON. The Chair will decide that || Mary Jane, $216 as fishing bounty for 1852, said Mr. PENNINGTON also objected. 
question. 


| schooner having complied with all the requisi- 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks it is || tions of law to entitle hie to bounty, but was un- 
hardly in order, under the rules, for the committee || able to present her papers, they having been || liam Lindsay, of the Revolution. 
to turn back on the Calendar. consumed by 


Ko fire. || ‘The bill directs the proper accounting officers 
Mr, HOUSTON. It willbe in order if nobody || The bill was laid aside to be reported to the | of the Treasury to pay to Elizabeth V. Lomax 


| An act (S. No. 234) for the relief of Elizabeth 
| V. Lomax, only surviving child of Captain Wil 











objects. House. $5,675 out of any money in the Treasury not oth- 
fhe CHAIRMAN. Undoubtedly it will be. |} An act (S. No. 140) for the relief of the owners erwise appropriated, the same being the arrears 
Is there objection? || of the fishing schooners Brandywine, Forester, || of pension due Captain William Lindsay from 


Mr. GIDDINGS. There is objection, for it 
is out of order. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Well, the gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. Grppines] objects to these claims. Let | 
that be understood, 

Mr. QUITMAN. I would like to inquire of | 
the Chair whether, if the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia has withdrawn his objections to the bills to 
which he object 

Mr. GIDDINGS. 
Mississippi to order. 

The CHAIRMAN, The gentleman from Mis- 
sissippi is raising a question of order. 


|| Grampus, Ursula, Stephen C. Phillips, and 
|| Union. 
| The bill and report were read. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Some of the cases 
provided for by the bill ought to have relief, but || of Samuel Scott. ‘ 
there are others that ought not; and [ am com- |} The act directs the Commissioner of the General 
|| pelled to make objection. 1 Land Office to investigate the claim of the heirs- 
| <A bill (S. No. 126) for the relief of the owners || at-law of Samuel Scott, late of the State of Vir- 
|| and sharesmen of the fishing schooners Wanderer, || ginia; and if he should find, on such investigation, 
I call the gentleman from |} Mary, Olive Branch, Two Brothers, and Brothers. || they were entitled to bounty land for revolution- 
\| The bill provides that the Secretary of the lary services, under the laws of that State, and 
Treasury be authorized and directed to pay, out |! that they failed to procure the same for the reason 
| of any unappropriated money in the Treasury, to |, that the papers which established their right had 


October 1, 1778, to September 1, 1797. 
The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House. 


An act (S. No. 228) for the relief of the heirs 














lo 


ine 
rl. 
se 


1856. 


been mislaid in the Pension Office, that he issue 


to them a warrant or warrants for such number 
¢ acres as they may be entitled to under the 
Ol ¢ ' - . > eee ‘6 

sunty land laws of the State of Virginia. 


The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 


yuse 


\ bill (C. C. No. 3) for the relief of James M. 
B [Objected to by Mr. Coss, of Ala- | 


Lindsay. 
bama. } 


A bill (C. C. No. 4) for the relief of Salvador 
Accardi. [Objected to by Mr. Coss, of Ala- 


bama. ] 


A bill (C. C. No. 6) for the relief of William | 


H. Chase. [Objected to by Mr. Coss, of Ala- 


ama. 
; ha a (S. No. 154) for the relief of the legal 
representatives of Zadock Thompson, of Ver- 
mont. [Mr. Coss, of Alabama, objected.] 

Mr. MORRILL. I hope the gentleman from 
Alabama will withdraw his objection to that bill. 


It was investigated by the Committee of Claims, || 


and received the sanction of that committee. It 
js for services rendered to the Census bureau. 
There is no question as to the fact of the services 
having been rendered, but there ie no fund out 


of which it can be paid. I hppe no objection will | 


be made. 

Mr. COBB. I withdraw my objection. 

The bill provides that there be paid to the legal 
representatives of Zadock Thompson, of Ver- 
mont, $300; the same to be in full for his services 
in preparing @ historical introduction to the re- 
turns of the seventh census for the State of Ver- 
mont. 


The bill was laid aside to be reported to the | 


House. 


Joint resolution (S. No. 9) for the relief of 
John Y. Laub, a clerk in the office of the First | 


Comptroller of the Treasury. 
The joint resolution directs that the increase in 


the salary of John Y. Laub, a clerk in the office | 


of the First Comptroller of the Treasury, author- 
ized hy the act of September 30, 1850, shall 
commence on the Ist of July, 1849, the date of 
the commencement of the additional services 
performed by said Laub: provided, the amount 


hereby authorized to be paid shall not exceed || 


The joint resolution was laid aside to be re- 
port d to the House. 

A resolution to pay John Lee the sum of $390 
out of the contingent fund, in full compensation 


House of Representatives. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I propose to 


amend that resolution by striking out the pro- | 
vision which requires the money to be paid out | 


of the contingent fund of the House, and insert- 


ing a provision that it be paid out of any money | 


in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 
Mr. KNOWLTON, I hope the resolution 
will be allowed to remain as it is. It is but a 


small amount—not over three hundred dollars. | 


It is to pay for horses lost. 

Mr. JONES. 
be a joint resolution. 

Mr. KNOWLTON. I hope the gentleman 
will bear in mind that it is for the service of the 
House, and not of the House and Senate. 

Mr. JONES. Not this House. 

Mr. KNOWLTON. No, sir; but a former 
House of Representatives. 

Mr. JONES. [ insist upon my amendment. 

The amendment was not agreed to. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House. 

A bill (C. C. No. 2) for the relief of Asbury 
Dickins. {Objected to by Mr. Coss, of Alabama. | 

_A bill (C. C. No. 8) for the relief of Michael 
Nourse. VObjested to by Mr. Coss, of Alabama. ] 

A bill (C. C. No. 5) for the relief of John Robb. 
[Objected to by Mr. Cons, of Alabama. ] 

A bill CH. R. No. 330) for the relief of John 
Poe, of Louisville, Kentucky. 


The bill directs the Secretary of the Treasury 
to pay to John Poe, of Louisville, Kentucky, | 


$752 50, in full compensation for his services in 
urchasing horses and mules for the Army of the 
nited States in 1846. 


The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House. 


_ Mr. PHELPS. A few moments ago, I ob- | 
jected to a bill for the relief of Isaac Adams. I | 
objected to iton my general rule of opposition | 


| house or hospital. 
for five horses killed while in the service of the || 


I think the resolution had better | 





| ° ‘ 
|| an alleged non-payment of duties. 
1 
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to the extension of monopolies. I understand 
that the publishing houses of the country are 
desirous that Mr. Adams’s patent shall be ex- 
tended. If ] had been aware of this fact when the 
bill was up I would not have objected to it. 
Mr. TRAFTON. I object to going back. 
Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. 1 hope objec- 
tion will be withdrawn; the bill is recommended 
by every prominent publisher in the country. 
Mr. PENNINGTON. I renew the objection 
to the bill. 
Mr. LEITER. I ask leave to withdraw ob- 
jection to the bill for the relief of Betsey Nash. 
Mr. COVODE. ILask fhat the rentleman from 
Virginia be also allowed to withdraw his objec- 
tion to the bill for the relief of the widow of the 
late Commodore David Porter. 


Mr. STANTON. lI object. I insist that the 


|| Clerk proceed regularly with the bills on the Cal- 


'endar. I object to going back. 

A bill (H. R. No. 331) for the relief of John 
Otis. 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Treasury to 
pay to John Otis $917 50, in full compensation 
for services rendered in taking care of the sick 
and wounded at the battle of Sandy Creek, and 
| for quarters and material furnished the wounded 
| prisoners at said battle, in the year 1814. 

From the report which was read, it appears that 
| the claimant, previous to, and since, the year 1812, 
resided with his family near the mouth of Sandy 
| creek, where it empties into Lake Ontario, in the 
| town of Ellisburg, in the county of Jefferson, 
| New York; that, during the war of 1812 between 
the United States and Great Britain, to wit: in 
the year 1814, a severe battle was fought at this 
point, known as the ** battle of Sandy creek,” in 
which many persons were killed and wounded. 
There being no convenient quarters in which 
these unfortunate soldiers could be placed and 
| cared for, Mr. Otis, upon the request of the sur- 
| geon, John McCauly, opened his doors, and 
appropriated his dwelling, which, for the space of 
seventeen days, was used as an hospital, accom- 
| modating and furnishing thirty wounded pris- 
oners,a surgeon by the name of Marsh, and two 
assistants, making in all thirty-three persons, 
with beds, bedding, rations, &c. In addition to 
| this, Mr. Otis purchased and furnished a quantity 
of cotton cloth for the requisite covering and 
| shrouds for the sick, three of whom died at this 
One bed was entirely de- 
stroyed; another was taken to Sackett’s Harbor, 
on which was conveyed a sick soldier. The price 
of these beds was fixed at the time, with Surgeon 
McCauly, at sixty dollars. While Mr. Otis and 
his family were thus deprived of the usual domes- 
| tic comforts, they devoted their time and energies 
in administering to the numerous wants of the 
distressed inmates. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House. 

Mr. PENNINGTON. I ask leave to with- 
| draw the objection I made to a bill for the relief 
of [saac Adams. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I object to going back. 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama. I wish to correct a 
| mistake into which I fell a few moments ago. I 
| went off half cocked, and objected to two or 
| three bills which I ought not to have objected to. 

Mr. STANTON. 1 object to going back. 

The bill (H. R. No. 332) for the relief of Wil- 
liam Jones. 
| The bill provides that the Secretary of the 
| Treasury pay to Calvin Hall, assignee of Wil- 
| liam Jones, such a sum of money as shall equal 
| the value of three hundred and two sheep belong- 
ing to Jones, and which were improperly seized 
and sold by the Government officers, in 1851, for 
A letter from 
| the Secretary of the Treasury, shows that the 


|, Treasury Department offered to remit all claim to 


the sheep, provided the claimant would pay ‘‘costs 
| of suit, and all such necessary expenses as might 
be allowed by the court.”” The claimant would 
not do this, insisting that the Government had im- 
properly seized the sheep. Under these circum- 
stances, the revenue officers sold the sheep, paid 
the expenses, and the balance was paid into the 
| Treasury. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
| House. 
A bill (H.. R. No. 334) for the relief of Wil- 

liam B. Cozzens. 
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The bill provides that the Secretary of the 
Treasury pay to William B. Cozzens §1,000, in 
full compensation for his storehouse, taken from 
him for the use of the United States, in January, 
1847, by Captain L. H. Webb, by order of Quar- 
termaster General Jesup. 

This claim is for the value of a store or ware- 
house which the claimant owned at Point Isabel, 
and which was taken possession of by Captain 
L. H. Webb, on the 1&h January, 1847, by 
order of General Jesup, for the use of the United 
States. The letters of General Jesup and Cap- 
tain Webb prove the truth of the averment. The 
cost of the store was about $1,000, but it is proved 
to have been worth at that time $2,000. The 
claimant being willing to accept the cost of the 
building in full payment of his loot and damages, 
the committee reported a bill for that amount, 
and recommended its favorable consideration. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House. é 

A bill (H. R. No. 333) for the relief of Collins 
Boomer. [Objected toby Mr. Smrru, of Virginia. } 

A bill (H. R. No. 335) for the relief of Henry 
L. Robinson. 

The bill provides that the Secretary of the 
Treasury pay to Henry L. Robinson $171, for 
retained bounty, and for his services inthe United 
States Army, from April, 1814, to the day of his 
discharge, in February, 1815. Said Robinson 
served as a musician in the thirty-first regiment 
of the United States infantry, for the period of nine 
months and twenty-one days, without pay, during 
the late war with Great Britain; also, that of the 
$124 bounty to which he was entitled, he received 
but $50. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 


House. 


A resolution (H.R. No. 103) to pay William 
Cooper the sum of $400, for his services as 
laborer at the Capitol, during the Thirty-First 
and Thirty-Second Congresses. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I would inquire 
of the committee who reported the bill, if this 
gentleman was employed about the Capitol, and 
what hid compensation was? 

Mr. KNOWLTON. The factsin the case, as 
understood by the committee, are these: He was 
employed at the House stable, and received there 
for such services the sum of $18 per month. In 
addition to services rendered in that capacity, he 
rendered services in transporting books, docu- 
ments, and chests containing books of members, 
for which services the sum of $100 per session 
has since been paid. 

Mr. JONES. Then it is intended to go back, 
and give extra compensation, because it has since 
been done? 

Mr. KNOWLTON. The committee were 
unanimously of opinion that this laborer should 
be paid the compensation which the committee 
have reported. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD objected. 

A bill (H. R. No. 336) for the relief of Rans- 
dell Pegg. [Objected to by Mr. Lerrer.} 

A bil (H. R. No. 337) directing the settlement 
of the account of David Gordon. 

The bill provides that the First Auditor of the 
Treasury adjust and settle the account of David 
Gordon as examining agent of the land offices in 
Louisiana and Mississippi, and that he be allowed 
the per diem specified in his letter of instructions, 
from December 8, 1852, the day upon which he 
commenced the service at Greensburg, Louisi- 
ana, to the llth of June following, when he 
terminated the service at Jackson, Mississippi, 
iniclusive, arfd that he be allowed mileage from 
this city to the offices visited and back, agreeable 


| to a schedule of distances furnished by the Gen- 


eral Post Office Department: provided, that the 
rate of mileage shall not exceed that specified in 
his letter of instructions; and that the same be 
paid out of any fund hitherto subject to be 
charged for such special or contingent services: 
and provided also, that the sum paid by the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury on account of the second 
service be deducted in the final settlement under 
this act. i 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I would inquire 
if the amount of this claim has not been settled 
at the Treasury Department, under the laws 
under which he was employed ? 
| Mr. LAKE. Im the absence of the gentleman 
| from Maine, [Mr. Know tton,] who reported 
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! 
this bill, I can perhaps give the gentleman from | 
I think 
it likely, however, if the gentleman will hear the 
This claimant 
ment of his accounts, 
and the bill which has been read provides that 
whatever he has been paid by the Secretary of 
the ‘Treasury shall be deducted from the amount 
He performed the duties under 


Tennessee the information he desires. 
report read, it will a him. 
has received a partial settle 


found due him. 
a letter of instructions from the Secretary of the 
Treasury, stipulating that the compensation 
should be a certain amount per day; and it gave 
him a certain additional amount for mileage. 
Now, of course, if the services have not been 
performed according to the scheduie of distances 
contained in his instructions, he will get nothing 
from the Auditor, 


paid for them. I hope the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee will withdraw his objection. 

Mr. KNOWLTON. I appeal to the gentle- 
man from Tennessee to withdraw his objection. 

Mr, JONES. Objection to what? 
object. 1 merely inquired whether this person 
had not been employed and paid. I made 
objection to the claim. 

The Clerk proceeded to read the report. 

Mr. LAKE, (interrupting.) Objection being 
withdrawn in this case, it is not necessary to 
have the reportread. 1 move that the bill be laid 
aside to be reported. 

Mr. JONES. I ask for the reading of the 
report. 

The report was read. 

The bill was then laid aside to be reported to 
the House. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I hope I will be per- 
mitted to withdraw the objection which I made 
to the resolution for the benefit of Mr. Cooper. 
I have since been informed that it is a merito- 
rious case, and [ desire to withdraw my objec- 
tion. 

Mr. STANTON. I renew the objection. 

A bill (H. R. No. 338) for the relief of John 
Nash. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. 


no 


I propose that 


the committee do nowrise, in order that we may || 


have an evening session. 

Mr. MILLSON. I hope the gentleman from 
Ohio will withdraw his proposition. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. withdraw it for a few 
minutes. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. If 


to those bills where gentlemen who objected de- 
sire to withdraw objections. 

Mr. PHELPS. | hope no motion to rise will 
be listened to until we have disposed of the pri- 
vate bills. 


Mr. PENNINGTON. 


I objected some time 


since to House bill No. 325, for the relief of Isaac || 


Adams. Lask the consent of the committee to 
withdraw my objection, which was inadvertently 
made, as this is a meritorious case. 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama. I object, unless I be 
allowed to withdraw my objection to another bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. Several members state 
that they inadvertently made objections, and de- 
sire to withdraw them. Is consent given? 

Mr. STANTON. We want to hear what the 
bills are. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
bills. 

Mr. MILLSON. 


The Chair will state the 


Linsist that the case of John 


Nash, already called by the Clerk, be disposed of 


first. 
Mr. PENNINGTON. I will say to the gen- 
tleman from Virginia [Mr. Mirvson] that, as he | 
objects to the proposition, I will object to his bill. 
Mr. MILLSON. I have not objected to the 
perenne of the gentleman from New Jersey. 
f he chooses to make an objection to this bill h 


e 
may do 30. 

Mr. READY. I move that the committee do 
now rise. 


Mr. WAKEMAN. Before the division be 
had, I desire to make a suggestion to the com- 
mittee. This is the last day, in all probability, 
that we shall have as objection oF during the 
present session. There are many bills on the Cal- 
endar which ought to be passed, and to which no 
objection will be made. I hope, therefore, that 
the committee will rise, with a view of taking a 


If he has performed the ser- | 
vices, then this bill provides, that he shall be | 


I did not 
|| An act (S. No. 149) to authorize the entry of | 


the | 
committee desire not to proceed any further with | 
the calling of the Calendar, I hope it will go back | 
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recess until seven o’clock this evening, and of 
going on with the Calendar. [Cries of ‘* No, 
|} no!’’ 


the motion to rise. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Sapp and 
STRANAHAN Were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 31, noes 89. 

So the motion was not agreed to. 


Nash. 


to pay to John Nash, owner of the schooner L. 


J. Bowden, $100, the same being one moiety of | 


the penalty collected of the master of the said 
vessel by the collector of the port of Fredericks- 
burg, in the year 1853, for a breach of the reve- 
nue laws, it haviag been made to appear that the 
said ponent was incurred without any design to 
violate the law. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 


House. 


certain lands in the State of lowa, by Mrs. Caro- 
line Newington. 
The bill authorizes Mrs. Caroline Newington 


to enter, at the proper land office in the State of | 
lowa, the east half of section seven and the west | 


half of section eight, in township ninety-six north 
|, of range nine west, situated in the State of lowa, 
upon payment to the receiver of the proper land 
|| office $1 25 per acre: provided, that said entry 
shall be made within six months after the passage 
of this act. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House. 

Mr. SAVAGE. 
rise. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

A bill CH. R. No. 20) for the relief of Robert 
Mitchell. 

Mr. McMULLIN. 
unless there is a report. 

Mr DOWDELL. The petitioner states the 
facts of the case in his memorial. ‘To save time, 
however, if the committee will allow me, I will 

|| make a very short statement, and I am sure there 
will be no objection. The bill refers to a tract of 
land which was an Indian reservation, and which 
was transferred to a purchaser for a valuable con- 
sideration. The purchaser went on and improved 
| his land, but it has since been found that the pur- 

chaser entered a few acres more than the reserv- 
ation. The object of the bill is to enable him to 
buy this additional land of the Government at 
$1 25 per acre. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House. 

Mr. PENNINGTON. If there be no objec- 
tion, I will now withdraw the objection I made 
to the bill for the relief of Isaac Adams. 

Mr. BRENTON, I object; and | do so for the 
reason that I ‘am opposed to all extension of pat- 
ents. 

A bill (H. R. No. 340) for the relief of the legal 
representatives of Joseph Nourse, deceased. [Ob- 

| jected to by Mr. Cuarree.] 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I would be glad to 
| withdraw my objection to the bill for the relief of 
_ the widow of the late Commodore David Porter. 
| Mr. LETCHER. [ object to going back. 

|. A bill (H.R. No. 341) for the relief of the 
| heirs of Wadleigh Noyes, deceased. The bill 
| directs the Secretary of the Treasury to pay, out 
|, of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, to the legal representatives of Wad- 
leigh Noyes, a lieutenant in the army of the 
Revolution, who was slain at the capture of Bur- 
goyne’s army, the seven years’ half pay to which 
his widow and heirs were entitled by a resolve of 
Congress, passed August 24, 1780. 

Mr. RITCHIE. The Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims adopt the report made at the sec- 
| ond session of the Thirtieth Congress. All the 
| facts are proved, and I think the bill ought to be 
laid aside. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 
House. 

A bill (H.. R. No. 342) to allow the legal rep- 
resentatives of Samuel Jones, of the eleventh 
Virginia regiment on continental establishment, 
| five years’ full pay as a captain of infantry, in 

lieu of half pay for life. 


I move that the committee 


I must object to that bill 








Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, demanded tellers on | 


A bill (H. R. No. 338) tor the relief of John | 


The bill directs the Secretary of the Treasury || 





uly 25, 


|| Mr.McCARTY. Has there not been aon 
eral bill reported, that would cover this case> r 
| Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. There has beon. 
but it has not been acted on, e. 
Mr. McCARTY. I object to this bill, 

Mr. BRENTON. I objected a while ago to 
|| the bill (H. R. No. 325) for the relief of lean. 
Adams. I wish to withdraw my objection, 

Mr. RUST. You cannot go few upon the 
|| Calendar. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. As objection js 
renewed, I move that the committee do now rie 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I merely wish i, 
say that if the committee continues in session, it 
will soon find itself without a quorum; then we 
cannot report the bills that have been laid aside 
to the House. a 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I think we had better rise 
in order to save the bills which have already 
| been acted on. 

Mr. CampBeE..’s motion was agreed to. 

| So the committee rose; and the Speaker havine 

resumed the chair, Mr. Wasnsurn, of Maine. 
reported that the Committee of the Whole House 
had had the Private Calendar under consideration 
and had directed him to report back sundry bills, 
some with and some without amendments, with 
a recommendation that they do pass. 

The House then took up the following Senate 
bills and resolution, reported from the Committee 
of the Whole House without amendment, ordered 
them to be severally read a third time, and they 
were accordingly read the third time, and passed: 

An act for the relief of Elizabeth V. Lomax, 
only surviving child of Captain William Lind- 
say, of the Revolution; 

An act for the relief of the heirs of Samuel 
| Scott; 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Zadock Thompson, of Vermont; 

An act for the relief of Levi Robinson; 

An act for the relief of the owners and shares- 
men of the fishing schooners Wanderer, Mary, 
Olive Branch, Two Brothers, and Brothers; ~ 

An act to authorize the entry of certain lands 
in the State of lowa, by Mrs. Caroline New- 
ington; and 

A resolution for the relief of John Y. Laub, 
aclerk in the office of the First Comptroller of 
the Treasury. 

The following House bills and resolutions, re- 
ported from the Committee of the Whole House 
without amendment, were then taken up, ordered 
to be engrossed and read a third time; and being 
engrossed, were severally read the third time, 
and passed: 

A bill for the relief of John Poe, of Louisville, 
Kentucky; 

A bill for the relief of John Otis; 

A bill for the relief of William Jones; 

A bill for the relief of William B. Cozzens; 

A bill for the relief of Henry L. Robinson; 

A bill directing a settlement of the account of 
| David Gordon; 

A bill for the relief of Edmund Mitchell; 

A bill for the relief of John Nash; 

A bill for the relief of Robert Mitchell; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Wadleigh 
Noyes, deceased; and 

A resolution to pay John Lee the sum of three 
hundred and ninety dollars, out of the contingent 
fund, in full compensation for five horses killed 
while in the service of the House of Represent- 
atives. 

The House then proceeded to consider a bill 
(S. No. 75) for the relief of the widows and 
orphans of the officers, seamen, and marines, of 
the United States sloop-of-war Albany, and for 
other purposes, reported from the Committee of 
the Whole House with sundry amendments. 

The several amendments were agreed to; and 
the bill, as amended, was then ordered to a third 
reading, and was accordingly read the third time, 
and passed. 


WITHDRAWAL AND REFERENCE OF PAPERS. 
On motion of Mr. HAVEN, it was 


Ordered, That the papers in the several cases of Joshua 
Jewett and Ephraim F. Gilbert be withdrawn from the files 
of the House, and that the same be referred to the Court 
of Claims. 











THE COURT OF CLAIMS. 


Mr. GIDDINGS. IT now ask the unanimous 
consent of the House to discharge the Committee 






quor 


pesss 














1856. 


; a Whole on the state of the Union from the 

* her consideration of a bill (S. No. 117) to 
and an actentitled ‘¢ Anactto establish a court 
she investigation of claims against the United 

Sates,” approved February 24, 1855, in order 

\ tit may be passed. : , . 

The bill was read for information; and is as 


‘ 


foiiows: 
" p. it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
1» United States of America in Congress assembled, 


the 


pat any two of the judges of the Court of Claims, au- | 


‘iged by the act to which this is an amendment, ap- 
, ved the 24th day of February, 1855, shall constitute a 
Pe vrum, and may hold a court for the transaction of busi- 
vee. and any one of the said judges may appoint commis- 
qners to take testimony in the manner prescribed in the 
. ee And be it further enacted, That an assistant soli- 
wor shall be appointed by the President, by and with the 
sivice and consent of the Senate, whose duty it shall be to 
: ; she solicivor in the performance of the duties mentioned 
~ she said act, and shall take an oath to support the Con- 
7 rution of the United States, and discharge faithfully the 
ities of his office, and he shall receive a salary of $3,500 
vor annum, and shall hold his office for a period of four 
tars, unless sooner removed by the President. And the 
~olicitor of the United States, mentioned in the act to which 
1! is is an amendment, shall have power, and he is hereby 
suthorized, to employ a clerk, who shall receive a salary 
of £2.500 per annum, and whose duty it shall be to aid the 
<aid solicitor in the performance of the duties mentioned in 
«sid act, in such way as the said solicitor shall direct. 
Spec, 3. And be it further enacted, That the clerk of the 


caid court shall be, and he is hereby, authorized to disburse, | 


under the direction of the said court, the contingent fund 
which may hereafter be appropriated from time to time for 
the use of the said court: Provided, He shall first give bond 

such an amount, and in such form, and with such se- 


ourity, as shall be approved by the Secretary of the Treas- | 


ury; nd provided further, That his accounts shall be 


settled by the proper accounting officers of the Treasury in | 


thesame Way as the accounts of other disbursing agents of 
the Governmeut are now settled. 


be $2,000 per annum. 
Mr. COBB, of Alabama. 


unless you strike out that part of it relating to 
a solicitor. 


to it 
Mr. RUST. I object to it, whether you strike 
out that matter or not. 


REPORT FROM COMMITTEE, ETC. 


Mr. FAULKNER, by unanimous consent, re- 
ported back from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, House bill (No. 240) for the relief of the 
officers and privates of the Clinton Guards, in the 
county of Macomb, in the State of Michigan; 


which was referred toa Committee of the Whole | 


House, and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. MATTESON. [ask that the title of bill 
No. 332, reported to-da 


be amended so as to conform to the bill. 
bill for the relief of William Jones. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. What is the title 


It is the 


now: 

Mr. MATTESON. Itis “‘ A bill for the relief 

of William Jones.’? The amendment which I 

propose is, to make the title, ‘* A bill for the relief 

of Calvin Hall, assignee of William Jones.”’ 
The question was taken; and the title was 


amended; and the title, as amended, was agreed to. | 
Mr. QUITMAN. One of the bills to-day has | 
been objected to on some technical point, and I | 


believe there is no valid objection to it. I speak 
of bill (H. R. No. 243) for the relief of George 


K. McGunnegle, surviving partner of the late | 


firm of Hill & McGunnegle, of St. Louis, Mis- 


souri. I believe that the objection to it will be | 
withdrawn now: and I move to discharge the | 


Committee of the Whole House from its further 
consideration. 


COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I move that the | 


rules be suspended, and that the House resolve 
itself into the Committee of Whole on the state 
of the Union, with a view to holding an evening 
Session, 

he motion was agreed to. 

The rules were accordingly suspended; and the 


louse resolved itself into the Committee of the | 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Haven | 


in the chair,) the fortification bill being under 
consideration. 
Mr.CAMPBELL. I move that the committee 
tak © a recess until seven o’clock this evening. 
The motion was agreed to; and the committee 
(at four o’clock and thirty minutes, p. m.) took a 
recess tillseven o’clock p. m. 


TH 


[| EVENING SESSION. 


And from and after the | 
jet day of April, 1856, the salary of the said clerk shall be | 
@),000 per annum, and the salary of the assistant clerk shall | 


[ object to that bill, | 


if you Geant wil keveneepaen | o'clock and fifty-five minutes,) the House ad- 


from the Committee | 
of the Whole House, and which has been passed, | 


The Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union reassembled at seven o’clock, p. m., 
(Mr. Haven in the chair,) the fortification bill 
being under consideration, on which Mr. Jew- 
ETT was entitled to the floor. 

| Mr.CRAWFORD (Mr. Jewerrt having yield- 
ed the floor) expressed his views in relation to the 
slavery question, and to the Missouri compro- 
mise, to which he argued the North was never 
faithful, unless when it suited its own interests. 

Mr. JEWETT resumed the floor, and reviewed 
the state of poRtics in the country, particularly 
criticising the Know Nothing party, and con- 
demning its proscriptive principles. — 

Mr. COX replied to his colleague, [Mr. Jew- 


ETT,] and defended the Know Nothing, or Amer- | 
5? 


ican party. In the course of his remarks he 
alluded to the presidential contest, and particu- 
tarly to the position of Mr. Buchanan. 
| Adebate upon the general politics of the coun- 
try, and the position of the presidential can- 
didates, seal in which Messrs. BARKSDALE, 
Reape, Houston, and Cox, participated. 

The speeches will be published in thaaAppendix. 

Mr. TALBOTT stated that he intended to re- 
ply to his colleague, [Mr. Cox,] but would seek 
| an opportunity to do so to-morrow evening, 

on some future occasion. 
Mr. LETCHER obtained the floor; but yielded 
| it to 

Mr. A. K. MARSHALL, who moved that the 
committee rise. 

‘The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, Mr. Haven reported that the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
had, according to order, had the Union generally 
under consideration, and particularly the fortifi- 
cation bill, and had come to no resolution thereon. 

And then, on motion of Mr. JEWETT, (at nine 


or 


journed until to-morrow at eleven o’clock, a. m. 





IN SENATE. 
Fripay, July 25, 1856. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 


the Smithsonian Institution, transmitting its tenth 
annual report; which, on motion of Mr. Pearce, 
was ordered to be printed. A motion to print 
ten thousand extra copies was referred to the 
Committee on Printing. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


citizens of Wisconsin, praying for a grant of 


| Horicon, and Lake Superior railroad; which 
were referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. WILSON presented a petition of citizens 
and legal voters of Charlotte, Skishignn, praying 
for the immediate admission of Kansas as a free 
State into the Union, under the constitution 
known as the Topeka constitution; which was 
laid on the table. 

Mr. MALLORY presented a memorial of offi- 
cers of the late exploring and surveying expedi- 
tion to the North Pacific, China seas, and Beh- 
ring’s Straits, praying to be allowed extra pay; 
which was referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 

Mr. DOUGLAS presented a petition of Edward 
Hillen and others, praying for the passage of an 
act granting to the seamen of the Gulf one 
in the Mexican war the same extra pay that was 
allowed to the seamen on the coast of California 
in that war; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Naval Affairs. 


PROTECTION IN KANSAS. 


Mr. WILSON submitted the following resolu- 
tion for consideration: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to inform the Senate if the reported reply of Gen- 
eral Persifer F. Smith at his quarters at Fort Leavenworth, 
as given to the citizens of Leavenworth who called upon 
him “to protect their lives and property from bands of 
armed marauders,” “ that he had no authority ; that those 
bands are regularly enrolled as militia of the Territory, and 
that everything they do is done under color of law; and 
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Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Henry C. Dean. | 


| to 


Mr. DODGE presented three memorials of | 


land to aid in the construction of the Milwaukee, | 
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that the citizens (who thus applied for protection) have no 
redress, except in the future, by resort to the civil powers 
that be,” is true; and if true, that he be further requested 
to inform the Senate if such reply by General Smith to the 
citizens of Leavenworth city is authorized by the instruc 
tions given to him by the President of the United States or 
the Secretary of War. 


SALARY OF A COMMISSIONER. 


Mr. HAMLIN submitted the following resolu- 


tion; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Finance be directed to 
inquire into the expediency of increasing the compensation 
of the commissioner appointed under the treaty with Great 
Britain of June 5, 1854, either by increasing his salary, or 
allowing a sum for subsistence. — 


| 





GIBBONS AND KELLY. 
Mr. WADE. The Committee on Claims, to 


whom was referred the bill communicated to the 
Senate by the Court of Claims on the 23d in- 
stant, for the relief of Francis A. Gibbons and 
Francis X. Kelly, with the opinion of the court 
in the case, have directed me to report the bill 
(S. No. 407) without amendment. } ask for its 
immediate consideration. This ease has been 
adjudicated by the court after a thorough inves- 
tigation by them, and their decision meets the 
entire approbation of the Committee on Claims. 

The bill was read twice, and considered as in 
Committee of the Whole. It proposes to direct 
the Secretary of the Tre asury to pay to Gibbons 
and Kelly, $31,190 54 in full for the balance due 
them under their contract with the United States 
for the building of light-houses in California and 
Oregon. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 

JOSEPH HILL. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I ask the consent of the 
Senate to take up the bill (S. No. 376) for the 
relief of Joseph Hill. The report is here, and 
| can be read if desired. | hope he Senate will do 
|| me the favor to pass this billnow. ‘The person 


| for whose relief it is intended is a mutilated pen- 
sioner. 

The bill was read the second time, and con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It pro- 
08es to increase the pension allowed to Joseph 


|| Hall to twelve dollars per month, from June 26, 


|| 1856, to continue during his natural life. 


|| The bill was reported to the Senate without 
Senate a communication from the secretary of 


amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 


ADVERSE REPORTS OF COURT OF CLAIMS. 
| 
Mr. BRODHEAD. The Comittee on Claims, 


whom were referred the opinions of the 
Court of Claims adverse to the claim of Heze- 
|| kiah L. Thistle, William W. Cox, and A. P. 
McElderry, have instructed me to report the same 
|| back, concurring in the opinion of the court. 

The adverse reports were concurred in, and 
ordered to be printed. 


THOMAS M. NEWELL. 


1 
| Mr. BRODHEAD. The same committee, to 
|| whom was referred the bill (S. No. 409) from 
| the Court of Claims, for the relief of Thomas M 
| Newell, have instructed me to report it back, and 
ask that it be now put on its passage. I beg to 
|| remark that, as the session is drawing to a close, 
; and the party has obtained a decision of the 
| court in his favor, and the Committee on Claims 
| of this body are unanimously in favor of it, I 
| think there should be speedy action, as we have 
| retained the power of revision. I ask that the 
|| bill may be put on its passage at once. 
The bill was read twice, and considered as in 
| Committee of the Whole. It directs the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury to pay to Thomas M. 
| Newell $1,455, being in full for a sum due him 
| for the amount of his salary as commander in the 
ed from the 3d of March, 1835, to the 13th of 
October, 1836. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
|| reading, read the third time, and passed. 


| JOSEPH D. BEERS. 
| Mr.BRODHEAD. The Committee on Claims 


| have unanimously directed me to report the bill 

|| from the Court of Claims (S. No. 408) for the 
relief of Joseph D. Beers, of the city ef New 
| York, and to ask for its consideration now. 


| 
| 
| 
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The bill was read twice, and considered as in | 
Committee of the Whole. It proposes to direct | 
the payment of $3,396 66, with interest from | 
August 9, 1850, until paid, being for interest | 
and damages on a draft drawn by the purser of 
the Pacific squadron, under command of Com- 
modore Jones, on the Secretary of the Navy. 

The bill was reported to‘the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, was read a third time, and passed. 

ATMOSPHERIC TELEGRAPH. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I move that the Senate 
take up the bill (S. No, 327) to test the practica- 
bility and usefulness of the atmospheric tele- | 
graph. It has already been once before the 
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senate, 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as | 
in Committee of the Whole, resumed the consid- 
eration of the bill. 

Mr. YULEE. As this bill will lead to dis- 
cussion, I ask the Senator from Vermont to per- 
mit the bill which provides for the compulsory 
prepayment of postage on transient printed mat- 
ter to be taken up, as that will involve no dis- 
cussion, and allow it to be passed before we take 
up the atmospheric telegraph bill. 

Mr. COLLAMER. Ido not know why that 
bill should be taken up in preference to this. 
This was up before, and was laid over to accom- 
modate gentlemen. 

Mr. YULEE. One will lead to discussion, 
and the other will not: one is a question of prac- 
tical importance, while the otheris not. I think 
the billto which I allude will not occupy more 
than a few minutes. 

Mr. COLLAMER. Inasmuch as the bill has 
been taken up, [ think we had better proceed 
with it. We can dispose of it pretty soon, | 
think. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill is 
before the Senate as in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. COLLAMER. Ido not propose to de- 
tain the Senate by any extended remarks on this 
subject, 
time, and if gentlemen have really taken an in- | 
terest in it, they have had an opportunity to 
inform themselves upon it. Nor do I think I 
shall be able to make any statement which will | 

be likely to command the attention or enlighten 
the judgment of the Senate in relation to it. I 
cannot make the subject so interesting as to com- 
mand attention, ‘That the object now sought to | 
be attained is practicable, is pretty well settled | 
by every enlightened and practical engineer who 
has paid attention to it. The pressure of the 
atmosphere is fifteen pounds to the square inch; 
and that that power can be made available by 
mechanical ingenuity for practical purposes | 
must be certain. Whether we have yet succeeded 
in arranging the use of that power to practical | 
purposes is the question to be tested by experi- 
ment. ‘That a time will come when that power | 
will be used cannot be open to doubt. 

The bill does not appropriate to the proprietor 
of this atmospheric telegraph any money what- 
ever. It does not give him the disposal of a dol- 
lar. It merely appropriates a sum of money to | 
enable the head of the Post Office Department to 
test its practicability, and that, too, only upon | 
having the use of it assigned entirely to the | 
United States; and if ultimately it turns out to | 
be an advantage, it is left entirely to the liberality | 
of Congress to make him any compensation for 
it which they may think proper. 

Two or three Aabeaslans were made to this bill | 
when it was up before. The first objection made 
to it by the Senator from Virginia [Mr. Huwrer] 
was, that it wasunprecedented. 1 believe, how- | 
ever, he became satisfied that it was not unpre- | 
cedented. 
various appropriations for important public ex- | 
periments, and that some of them had been suc- 
cessful and some unsuccessful. The next objec- 
tion was from the Senator from Michigan, {Mr. 
Cass,) that so far from its being unprecedented 
we had had too many experiments. 

Mr. CASS. That they never succeeded. 

Mr. COLLAMER. That they never suc- 
ceeded! What is Morse’s telegraph but the re- 

sult of just such an experiment? The fact that 
some experiments are unsuccessful constitutes no 
sort of objection to their being tried. The truth 
is, man is about the only animal in the world 


It has been before the body for some || 


It was soon found that we had made |! 


that profits from unsuccessful experiments; no | 
other animal has intelligence enough to make | 
Mankind make experiments, and | 

especially from the unsuccessful | 
[ can say to the honorable gentleman, that 
| I trust he himself has not outgrown the possi- | 
bility of learning by experiment; and, though | 


experiments, 
learn from them 
ones. 


there have been more unsuccessful than success- 
ful experiments in the world, in the ratio of ten to 
one, that constitutes no objection whatever. I 
| cannot congratulate the gentleman on all the ex- 
weriments which he has instituted in the world. 
They have not all been carried eut, and we can- 
not say yet how they will eventuate, 
Another gentleman, the Senator from Ken- 


tucky, {Mr. Tuompson,] told us that the subject | 


had been reported upon heretofore, after a full 
examination, by the honorable 


answer him. 
| Sneer at it, and try to bring it into derision in 
some way or other. If it is not capable of being 
answered, it may be capable of being laughed at. 
I think the time has come when this experiment 


ought to be tried and tested, if it can be done | 
I think | 


it becomes us to say that this great improvement |} : e a 
|| seems to me that, when the principle of ap jp. 


satisfactorily, and at a reasonable price. 


for the use of the world is at least worthy of a 
trial. 

Mr. CASS. 
mont, [ must say, has managed this business with 
a great deal of adroitness. He 


thing against making experiments. 
be a most idle ground to take. As he correctly 


says, from the cradle to the grave, life is full of | 


experiments. Experimentis a great part of our 
business; but it is the experiment-maker that I 
was talking about. Ido not believe that Gov- 
ernments are instituted to make experiments of 
this kind. That is my difficulty. I think the 


I in- 


view to their success or their economy. 


lost to this Government by experiments in guns 


and vessels, which have been utter failures. Our | 


business, I think, is to let persons, inventors or 

| discoverers, make their experiments; and then, 
when we want them, buy them, from a pill-box 
toa ‘seventy-four.”’ ‘That is my view about 
experiments. ‘T'hey ought to be made, and will 
be made, when it is profitable for the people to 
make them; and whenthey are found to be useful, 
let us go onlike private individuals and buy them. 
Butso sure as the Government undertakes to make 
experiments, ninety times out of a hundred it 
will fail. 

Mr. PEARCE. 
gage in this business. The principle of this in- 
vention is one not entirely new. As far back as 
twenty-four years ago a mode of transmitting the 
mails was sugested, and I think on this identi- 
cal plan of tubes in sections of about five miles, 


atinospheric pressure. 
submitted to the examination of the Franklin In- 


stitute in Philadelphia, who appointed a compe- 
tent committee to investigate it. That committee 


relied upon authentic reports of experiments made | 


by competent savans, and upon their knowledge 
of the law of motions of fluids. They were 
aware that air in motion is subject to the resistance 


of friction as well as any other moving fluid. || 
|| They therefore referred to experiments made 
|| at the mines of Raneil, in France, by D’Aubuis- 


son, and their report was submitted to that insti- 
| tute in 1832, which was directly adverse to the 
project. I will read from the Journal of the 
| Franklin Institute the result of their examination, 
| and to show that this is the same plan as the one 
| now before the Senate. Mr. Spicer’s plan was 
as follows: 
‘*Mr. Spicer proposes to transport the mails, &c., be- 
| tween any two given points by the following arrangement: 
Tubes (of wood or metal) of uniform bore, are to be placed 
horizontally, and in a direct line between the two points; 
| within these tubes the mail is to be moved. To effect this 
| motion the mail is to be attached to an air-tight plug, moved 
| by condensing the air upon one side of the plug, and rarefy- 
| ing it upon the opposite side. Mr. Spicer proposes to divide 
| the distance between any two large towns (as, for example, 
| between Philadelphia and New York) into sections of five 
‘miles each; an engine for condensing (or exhausting) 


GLOBE. 


| is expended in the same way; and that at tw 


. | and since the same sources of resistance exist jn thic 
Senator from || 1 this « 


Florida, [Mr. Matuory,] and that he cannot | 
Well, then, what will he do? || 


| The foregoing table shows that, in a tube of twe 


| notwithstanding its small diameter, he was not en 


| mentof his plan. The committee can but regret th; 





} 
has raised a | 
shadow, and then attacked it. I never said any- | 


That would || 18 Lo me sni¢ 
|| $75,000 for further experiment. 


| that there is a member of the Senate who has 


timated the other day that—I do not know how | cation of this idea. 


much, but I may safely say—millions have been || 


I think we ought not to en- | 


raise 
| ticular branch of its business, elicited from them 
through which packages are to be propelled by || 
The scheme which was | 
then introduced—by a Mr. Spicer I think—was | 
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being placed at one end of the section, while ance 
exhausting (or condensing) is placed at the opposiy. 
is understood that it is proposed to use tubes tey is ae. It 
diameter.”’ aCNes ig 
Now, sir, a series of experiments made | 
D’Aubuisson, and reduced to a tabular atat . y 
show the following results, as stated by the ¢ ? 


| mittee of the Franklin Institute: — ; 


“ We see by the table just given, that in a tube or 


| one eighth of a mile in length, about five tenths of , 
| power applied is consumed in overcoming the 


TeSistanes; s 
At a distance 
POWer apne, 


: : . > and a haw 
miles there remains, as an effective propelling force. } 
eS * ow 


fifteen per cent. of the whole power applied—exhipjy;,. 
consumption of power which puts out of question the _ 
tion of such a plan. By similar means, the effect oe F 
haustion at the opposite end of the tube might be caleutany 


the motion of air through the tube; that 
half a mile, seventy-three per cent. of the 


as in the other, the conclusion can but be of a similar)... 
3 , nty fey 

length, the resistance would be altogether inconsigers),.. 
and hence, in the model of Mr. Spicer, eighteen feet jp, 
, : abled = 
detect any resistance which would have led to an abanao, 
at ey 
Tingine 


penses should have been incurred by Mr. Spicer in | 
public, which they understand |j, 


his invention before the 
is ill able to afford.”’ 


Without troubling the Senate any further, j: 


vention has been investigated by competent g9j. 


My honorable friend from Ver- || entific men, and it has been declared inefficient—jy 


| a formal report which they have made, under q)| 


the obligations which scientific men acknowledyp 


| —with sucha definite and positive conclusion, 


it seems to me, the Senate should not appropriate 
I understand 


| seen this, or some similar machine, tried in another 


country, and that it was a failure. Certain it is, 
unless these gentlemen are entirely mistaken in 
the theory and also in the practical results of 


the experiments made, with a view to test the 


Government is one of the worst constituted bodies || resistance of friction to the passage of air through 


in the world to make experiments, either with a || 


tubes, we must consider it impossible that, on an 
extended scale, there could be a successful appli- 
I cannot, therefore, agree to 
vote for the appropriation of $75,000 for this 
purpose. 

Mr. ALLEN. I think this experiment has 
been thoroughly tried in Europe. I saw an opera- 
tion of the same description in Kingston, Ireland, 
The attempt Was made to transport railroad cars 
through a smooth tube, with a steam-engine at 
one end to exhaust the atmosphere, and to carry 


| the cars through by the pressure of the atmos- 
| phere on the opposite end; but proved an entire 
failure, ata length of some six or eight, or ten 


miles. It cost more to operate the machine than 
it would to put the fire to a common engine and 
move the cars the whole distance. That was the 
same principle as is now proposed in this plan of 


| transporting the mails. 


Mr. MALLORY. Mr. President, I have found 
it very often the case here, that the Senate has 
a committee, and confided to them a par- 


a report on which much time and labor have been 
spent, and then probably the report is not read 
by a single member of the body. I think the 
evidence before us is now thal the report of the 
committee on this atmospheric telegraph has 
not been read by either of the gentlemen who 
have addressed the Senate against it—I allude to 
the Senator from Maryland, and the Senator 
| from Rhode Island. I therefore feel an excuse 
for notifying the Senate of the fact, that in ]So4, 
a special committee was raised on this subject, 
| of which Mr. Everett was the chairman. | was 
absent from the city in Florida, at the time when 
the committee was appointed, and found myse:! 





| surrender my opinions at once. 


on the eommittee on my return. I addressed 
oo to the subject, it having been a matter 
which I had noticed for twenty years, and made 
/a report, which I suppose has not been read by 
| the Senator from Kentucky, who alluded to " 
| the other day, or by either of the gentlemen wl? 
have addressed the Senate now. If those ge! 
tlemen would take the report and examine !\* 
details, reply to it, and show that any of its ca 
culations or conclusions were baseless, | should 
I have never 
voted for an experiment in my life. I have uw 
formly voted in Congress, since I have been her’ 
against 
ment, an 


applying the lic money to an expe! 
di a pe Ido not regard 


expect to do so. 
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in experiment. I will not further allude 
port. Lf Senators wish to have it read, 
1 be d ye. 4 
F Mr HUNTER. Let us hear it. 

Mr. WADE. Let the report be read. 

The Secretary read the following reports: 


Coitamer made the following report. (To accompany 


bill S. No 327.) 
. Committee on the Post ¢ fice and Post Roads, to whom 
: ferred the memorial of Ithiel 8. Richardson, and 
: 7 be memorial of Luther V. Pell, in relation to the 
atmospheric telegraph, report: 
From the examination which the committee have made, 
i from the views expressed by the special committee to 


Mr 


— te subject Was heretofore referred by the Senate, as 
. lead in their report made to the Senate by Mr. Mat- | 
cad ' on the 29th of June, 1854, we are of the opinion that 
tye aunospheric telegraph may be successfully used for the 
gate and rapid conveyance of written or prmted matter, with 


patch almost infinitely exceeding any present 

nown mode of conveyance. This can never be perfectly 
. : rtained but by actual experiment on ascale large enough 
for pret tical use, Which we perceive no mode of effecting 
bat by the aid of Government. The small and limited ex- 
riments of individuals in this country, and the more ex- 
ded trials in Europe, bave elicited such results as, we 
think, will justify @ more definitive trial. We therefore rec 
ommend an appropriation to enable the,Postmaster General 
ro put such experiment to the test of a full practical trial, 
and, for that purpose, report the accompanying bill. 


a he gree Ol dis 


ten 


The report made in 1854, to which the commit- 
tee refer, Was read, as follows: 


Mr. Matcory made the following report : y 

The spe cial committee, to whom was referred the me- 
morial of Ithiel 5. Richardson, upon the subject of his 
roposed atmospheric telegraph, report: 

That Ithiel 8. Richardson has obtained letters patent 
for what he denominates the ** atmospheric telegraph,’’ but 
as these terms convey no distinet image to the mind, and 
but a very imperfect idea of the character and design of his 
proposition, your committee will briefly state them. 

Yhe idea of moving a piston within an exhausted 
cylinder by atmospheric pressure, and thereby transporting 
jetters, merchandise, and even persons, is not new, and 
yarious experiments to attain this object have been made 
within the last thirty or forty years. 

In 1810, Mr. Medhurst, a Danish engineer, proposed to 
-arry letters and merchandise, by means of the rarefication 
and compression of air, in a canal six feet high by five feet 
wide, containing a road of stone or iron. He was succeeded 
by the experiments of Mr. Pinkus, an American engineer; 
aid about thirty years ago, John Vallance, Esq., of Brighton, 
(England,) took out a patent for a new method of carrying 
passengers and freight, which attracted much attention and 
speculation at the time, but which was considered more 
ingenious than practical. He proposed to construct from 
town to town, throughout the United Kingdom, air-tight 
cylinders of sufficient magnitude to enable ordinary wagons 
and cars to pass through them upon rail tracks, by the 
alternate rarefication and expansion of air. 

Mr. Vallance seems to have constructed a model, and 
with it some experiments were made ; but he probably real 
ized the immeasurable space which too often separates 
theory rom pracuce, 

About the year 1848 public attention was arrested by the 
successful experiment at Chaillot (England) with the at- 
mospheric railroad. Subsequently, about the year 1840, the 
atmospheric railroad was established between Kingston and 
Dalky, for the transportation of merchandise, passengers, 
&c., a distance of about thirty-five hundred yards, and this 
was followed by one in France. 

Some ten yearsago Mr. W. H. James, son of the Mr. 
James so honorably identified with the origin of the British 
railroads, proposed a mode of carrying mails and smail 
packages through air-tight tubes by atmospheric pressure, 
very similar to the plan under consideration. 

lle proposes to have two tubular passages, or carriage 
Ways, running parallel to each other from end to end of any 
given distance. These tubular passages are to be placed 
cither above or below the surface of the ground, as found 
most convenient, and to be constructed of metal, wood, 
brick-work, or any other suitable material. At one term- 
!naulon of these tubular passages, and between them, there 
is to be fixed an air-exhausting and forcing machine, con- 
nected by means of curved tubes with each of the tubular 
passages ; which machine is to be actuated by a steam- 
eugine Or any other suitable and competent power, and so 
arranged that when put in motion it may cause the air to 
flow trom one passage into the other with very great ra- 

pidity. A similar machine is to be placed at the other term- 
iniuon of the tubular passages, and connected thereto 
aud Worked in the same manner ; or intermediate machines 
may be employed, if found necessary, so as to produce an 
extremely rapid and continuous current of air in both di- 
recuons throughout the whole distance. The vessels or 
“arnages for containing the letters or parcels to be trans- 
lnitted, are to consist of spherical-shaped vehicles or vags 
Jormed of caoutchouc, or other suitable materials, and are 
to be so constructed as to be perfectly elastic, and to retain 
their shape independently of what they contain, and capa- 
ble of being beaten or bujfeted about like a foot-ball or box- 
ing glove withoutinjury ; being of the least possible weight, 
and having at the same time the requisite strength. It is 
lurther proposed that these spherical bags or letter. carriages 
should be about fifteen inches diameter when the tabular 
Passages are about eighteen inches, and that each shall 
“ontain only about a hundred letters at a time,so as to have 
great surface in proportion to weight. It is imagined that, 
on being introduced into the current of air, they wiil be 
hn forward, one after the other, like so many small 
“JOBS In a'strong gale of wind, without, perhaps, even 


rolling against or touching the inner circumference of the 
tubular passages. 








inch anda half for a free passage of air. 


| tions, Whether on vertical or horizontal surfaces. 


|| its surfaces being equal. 


distinction seems to involve the impracticability of the one, 
and the practicability er; While in Mr. James’s 
plan the letters enveloped in spheroid caoutchouc bags of a 
diameter three inches less than that of the tube through which 
they pass, leaving thereby a clear space upon all sides of an 
Mr. Richardson’s 
plunger exactly conforms to the tube, and admits not the pas- 
sage of air beyond it. 


of the 


These various propositions are all based upon certain well- 
. | 


established facts and principles. 

The atmosphere presses with equal intensity in all diree- 
And this 
pressure may be taken to be equal to fourteen and three 
quarter pounds to the square inch. 

If we place upon the ground a tube of uniform diameter, 
open at both extremities, and accurately adjust within it a 
piston capable of sliding in either direction, the piston of 
course remains stationary, the atmospheric pressure upon 
But if we insert and confine the 
piston at one end, and by means of an air pump at the other, 
exhaust the tube, the piston, upon being released, will pass 
through the tube ata speed equal to about (635) six hun 
dred and thirty-five miles per hour, modified by its weight 
and friction. 

Partial exhaustion would reduce this velocity; and if we 
insert the piston at one end, leaving it free to act, and work 
the air-pump at the other, the piston will move alter a very 


weight and friction. 


When the operation is performed in this manner, the air 
pump has the control of the plunger’s momentum, and may 
check or accelerate it at pleasure by the aid of a vaive 
in the tube ; and the pump, by exhausting the air in front 
of the advancing plunger, seems, m fact, to be drawing it 
onward, rather than clearing the way for the pressure of 
the following atmospliere. 

Mr. Richardson exhibits a very beautiful model of his tel 
egraph, Which has been for some weeks past in one of the 
committee-rooms of the Senate for inspection, and which 
your committee has frequently and carefully examined. It 
consists of a horizontal tube of one inch clear diameter, one 
half of which is straight, while the other half contains 
curves, designed to represent the sinuosities of the tube pass 
ing Over uneven ground. One small air-pump, placed near 
its center, and communicating with either end of it, ex 
hausts it at pleasure from left to right, or from right to lett. 
A piston, or plunger, three inches long, and fitting the tube 
loosely, but followed by several detached disks, or washers 


| of leather, which accurately fit it, is inserted in one end of 


the tube, separated by a cut-off; and a few strokes of the 
pump produce in the tube a partial vacuum. The cut-offis 
then reversed, and the plunger set free on the side of the 
vacuum, relieved from the resistance of the air in the tube, 


and, propelled alone by the pressure of the atmosphere,’ 


passes through itin a time unappreciable by ordinary means. 
The cut-off may be dispensed with ; for if the plunger, with 
its miniature mail-bag attached, be placed in one end of the 
tube, and the pump be worked, it will move (sepposing an 
absence of weight and friction) with the first stroke of the 
pump, which destroys the equilibrium between the internal 
and external atmosphere ; and the degree of exhaustion ne- 


cessary to produce this momentum must depend upon the | 


weight and friction of the phinger and its attachments. 
This model works admirably; and, without going into 
details of its construction, it seems to have overcome all 
difficulties, and some which have been long supposed insuper- 
able in the practicable operations of the * atmuspheric tele- 


| graph.’? 


A mercurial barometer, whose base connects with the 
interior of the tube, instantly exhibits the changes in the 


| rarefication of the air within it, produced by every stroke 


of the air-pump; and this device is useful, enabling us to 
perceive at a glance how slight a rarefication of the atmos 

phere within the tube causes the piston, or plunger, with its 
** mail-bag,’? to move forwards. 

Whatever differences of opinion may exist as to the prop 
erties of our atmosphere, its origin, its utmost limits from 
the earth, its laws of motion and expansion, sufficient reli 
able data are established to evable us to arrive at correct 
conclusions with reference to the principles involved in this 
proposition. 

The density of the atmosphere decreases as we ascend 
from the earth, and whatever the height may be, we kna@v 
that its pressure or weight on a square inch of surface, is 
capable of supporting a column in the barometer tube about 
30 inches high; and as mereury weighs 13,580 ounces or 
848% pounds avoirdupois to the cubic foot, a simple propo- 
sition, 1728: 4883 : : 30, gives 14.73 or 14 pounds, as the 
pressure of the atmosphere on every square inch of surface. 
Now, as mercury is about 10,800 times heavier than our 
air at the surface of the earth of medium density, a col 
umn of such air of equivalent weight to the atmospheric 
column would be 10,800 times 30 inches, which is about 
27,000 feet. If we suppose a column of aeriform fiuid of 
this height to rest on a large exhausted receiver, as soon as 
a communication is formed between both, this tall column 
will force the air next the receiver,in with a velocity equal 
to that acquired by a body falling half the height of the fluid 
column, (as is supported by writers on natural philosophy;) 
hence, an atmospheric column (whatever heightit may be) 
will force the air at the surface of the earth into an ex- 
hausted receiver with this velocity. Now, a body in fall- 
ing 13,500, the half of 27,000, feet, will acquire, by the force 
of gravity, 932 feet at the last of its fall. This we easily 
found by dividing 13,500 by 1634, the fall in one second, the 
square root of the quotient gave nearly 29 seconds as the 
time of falling; this time at the rate of 32 1-6 of an increase 
of velocity per second gives the above. Nine hundred and 
thirty-two feet per second is 635 miles per hour, as 982 by 
3,600 and divided by 5,200, gives 635. 

Assuming, then, that the tube is thoroughly exhausted 
and the closely fitting plunger permitted to pass through it 
unresisted and free, and without weight or friction, by 
atmospheric pressure, it would preserve a uni/orm velo- 
city throughout its whole extent of six hundred and thirty- 
five miles per hour. 

But, in practice, a perfect vacuum is neither possible nor 


The distinction between this method and that of Mr. || desirable; and it is believed that a degree of exhaustion, 
chardson is not one of principle, but of detail; but this |! very easily attainable, will be amply sufficient for the 
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| slight rarefication, dependent, as before stated, upon its | 


a7 


accomplishment of a speed and power equivalent to the 
propulsion of fitty tons two hundred miles per hour. 

lhe ordinary pressure of our atmosphere, as we have 
seen, may be taken at fourteen and three-fourths pounds to 
the square ineh; but wind, which is but atmosphere ina 
motion, acts with a force dependent upon its velocity. 
When moving at thirty-five miles an hour, it exerts a force 
ot six pounds on each square (oot of an obstructing surface ; 
at filly miles an hour (the speed of an ordinary tempest) a 
force ot twelve and one third pounds; and at one hundred 
miles (the hurricane’s rate) forty-nine and one third pounds. 

The weight of our atmosphere being found equal to that 
of a column of thirty inches of mercury, it tollows that, at 
the hurricane velocity and pressure of forty-nine and one 
third pounds per square toot, the exhaustion or rarefication 
indicated by the mercurial gauge would only be about two 
thirds of an inch; end this resvit, we find, accords with the 
actual observations upon hurricanes, — 

With these and other established data before us, we can 
approximate at least the degree of exhaustion of the tube 
necessary to cause a current Of air to pass through it with 
twice or three times the velocity of a hurricane 

In addition to the model to which your committee has 
referred, Mr. Richardson lias tested the working and capa 
city of his telegraph by laying down a tube one mile long, 
of three inches clear diameter, and following the elevations 
and depressions of an ordinary ungraded field: and he has 
produced numerous certificates, from highly scientific and 
reliable sources, of its accurate performance and enti 
The certificates all say that the mile was tra 
ersed by the piston or plunger, to which was attached a 
weight of several pounds, in less than “ @ minute,” but it is 
understood that the time was much less than this, and that 
this expression Was used as a maximum, and to preserve 
uniformity in the certificates 

Your committee do not deem it necessary to present, in 
this report, all the details which have determined its judg 
ment; but the relauion which the atmospheric pressure, 
which it has spoken, bears to the weight to be moved and 
its velocity, is too important to pass entirely unnoticed. 

Itis found, upon level railroads, that eight pounds pressure 
moves a ton in weight. 

Now, the piston 24 inches in diameter, would expose 
152 square inches of surface to be operated upon, by an 
atmospheric pressure of 14% pounds to the inch, equal to 
6.667 pounds. And hence the moving power of the atmos 
phere upon the weight expressed in tons, would be as 8 to 
6,657, Or a moving force of 833 tons, on the supposition that 
friction would not interfere. 

Many practical difficulties and objections will doubtless 
develop themselves whenever the atmospheric telegraph 
shall be established upon a large seale; such, for ex 
ample, as wastage of power in the air-pumps, the wear 
and tear in the mail-bags, pistons, and interior surface of 
the tubes, by high velocities, the admission of air in the 
tubes, the effects of climate upon them, the expense of 
establishing them, &c., &e.; but your committee, after 
weighing these and other objections which have been sug 
gested, deem it proper to recommend an appropriation, 
small in comparison with the national interests involved in 
its success, totestits utility and capacity. 

Itis deemed expedient that the experiment should be 
made for a short distance upon an established mail route, 
in order that, if successful, it might constitute a part of a 
more extended work; and your committee has been dis 
posed to prescribe a direct line between Washington and 
Baltimore. It has, therefore, concluded to leave the ques- 
tion to the Postmaster General, and report a bill accordingly. 

It is impossible to foreshadow the multiplied and incal 
culable advantages which will result from such a mail 
carrier as Mr. Richardson’s proposition discloses. 

All the business pursuits and habits of our country were 
radically changed by the introduction of railroads. 

Not only do we find men, whose ancestors for genera 
tions never traveled beyond their native counties, passing 
from State to State in the daily transaction of their affairs, 
identifying themselves with the various sections of the 
Union, and bringing it together by the multiplying bonds of 
mutual confidence, pursuits, and self-interests, but under 
the raiulroad’s fruitful developing and creative influenee, we 
find the pathless forest of the West, the rich river lands of 
the South, and the cold granite hills of the North, yielding 
vast treasures hitherto locked in their unyielding grasp, to 
a free, happy,and prosperous people. We find new States 
springing into existence at the call of the steam whistle ; 
and in the train of the resistiess iron horse, the people and 
the products of distant, widely-separated lands mingle 
together in the commercial marts of our country. 

The hand of an all-wise Providence, guiding and con- 
trolling the destinies of men and nations by his inscrutable 
laws, enabled us to devise, in a happy moment, those iron 
links of brotherhood, the physical bonds without which 
our widely extended and extending Republic could hardly 
continue its beautiful, happy, and glorious unity. 

But railroads proved too slow for our progress; and the 
magnetic telegraph came to our aid in the abolition of time 
and space for which the age seems to be struggling. 

It was but yesterday, as it were, that the genius of Morse 
gave us the telegraph, and enabled us to write with a long 
pen from one city of the Union to the other: and though it 
was received at first with doubt, nay, with derision, it is 
now one of the great facts, as well as one of the necessities 
of the age. 

At this moment, when every man seems to be a special 
competitor against time, when mammon is in the ascend 
ent, and the dictum, that “ time is money,” impresses itself 
upon all the affairs of life, when hours, minutes, and sec- 
onds, are pounds, shillings, and penee, Mr. Richardson's 
proposition comes upon us to supply a link which is con- 
fessedly wanting. 

It was but yesterday, as it were, that a speed beyond fif- 
teen miles per hour upon railways, or beyond seven miles 
by ocean steam navigation, and the transmission of mt Hli- 
gence by means of electric currents, beyond a single mile, 
were denounced by philosophers, and proved by mathemat- 
icians, to be the chimeras of the dreamer; and yet our 
Union is reticulated and clamped together by railways, 
whose moral power transcends that of laws and constitu- 
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‘ tions—and upon which thousands are hourly demonstrat- 
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ing the philosopher’s error; and by magnetic wires, wherein 
truth outstrips, not only the mathematician’s calculations, 
but even the lightning, and beats time itself. + 

The mail between Washington and New York is now 
earried upon railroads in twelve hours. If your committee 
do not greatly err, the same mails may be carried between 
these cities in two hours, by the proposed atmospheric tele 
graph, and the expenditure now necessary for the trans 
mission of one set of mails would enable the Post Office 
Department to send six sets of mails every twelve hours. 

The impulse which such a frequent, rapid, and certain 
delivery of the mails between distant points would give to 
all the business of the country, is incalculable ; operating 
with as much safety and tnerring certainty in night as in 
daylight; unaffected by changes of seasons or weather, 
and exempt from liability to those mischances, accidents, 
and delays which are daily retarding the dejivery of the 
mails throughout the country, the atmospheric telegraph 
seems destined to become the exclusive mail carrier of the 
age. 


PRIVATE CALENDAF. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The hour 
for the consideration of the special order has ar- 
rived, and it must be taken up, unless otherwise 
directed by the Senate. The special order is the 
business on the Private Calendar. 

The first bill in the order of business is the bill 
for the relief of Obed Hussey. 

Mr. HUNTER. I move to postpone that 
bill until next Friday. ‘The Senator from Mis- 
sissippi, [Mr. Brown,] and the Senator from 
Michigan, [Mr. Srvuart,] who have taken an in- 
terest in the matter, are absent. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The next bill on the Calendar was the bill (S. 
No. 304) for the relief of Hiram Moore and 
John Hascall, ir legal representatives, 
which, on motion of Mr. Hunter, was post- 
poned until next Friday. 

GEORGE M. GORDON. 

The next bill on the Calendar was the bill (S. | 
No. 312) reported from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to vest the title to certain warrants for 
Jend in George M. Gordon. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I objected to the passage 
of that bill before, and it was postponed in con- 
sequence of the absence of the Senator from 
Michigan, [Mr. Srvuarr,] who reported it. I 
now move that it be postponed until next Friday. 

The motion was agreed to. 


J. E~«. MARTIN. 

The bill (S. No. 323) for the relief of J. E. 
Martin, was read a second time, and considered 
as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes té 
direct the Secretary of the Treasury to pay to J. 
IE. Martin, late acting consul of the United States 
at Lisbon, for diplomatic services rendered by 
him as chargé d’affaires at that place, from the 
recall of Mr. Clay, J%'y 19, 1850, to the arrival of 
Mr. Haddock, hiss «cessor, on the 15th of June, 
1551, $2,042 12, being one half of the salary ofa 
chargé d’affaires, and in full for all such service | 
for the period named. 

Mr. HUNTER. I ask the chairman of the | 
Committee on Foreign Relations if this gentleman 
was receiving his pay as consul all the time. Is 
he to get compensation for both? 

Mr. MASON. He had no pay as consul. 

Mr. HUNTER. He had fees. 

Mr. MASON. It has been the usage of the 
committce, conformed to by the Senate, where 
there is evidence in the Department of State that 
really valuable diplomatic services have been 
rendered by a consul at a point where we have 
no diplomatic functionary, or when he is absent, 
to allow the consul one half the compensation | 
which would be given to achargé d’affaires. That | 
is the provision of the bill. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 


CHARLES STEARNS. 


The bill (S. No, 326) which was reported from | 
the Committee on the Judiciary, for the relief of | 
Charles Stearns, was read a second time, and con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. 

It provides for the payment of $5,000 to indem- 
nify Charles Stearns for losses sustained, and ex- 

enses incurred, in defending his title to certain 
ade claimed by the United States; and also in 
defending two criminal prosecutions brought 
against him by direction of the Secretary of War. | 

Mr. HUNTER, Is there any report in that 
case? 

Mr. BUTLER. Yes, sir, there is. 
Mr. HUNTER 


or the 





I should like to hear it. | 





| 
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The Secretary read the following report, made 


| by Mr. Tovucey: 


"The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred 
the memorial of Charles Stearns, praying to be allowed in- 
demnity for expenses incurred by him in defending his title 
to certain lots of ground claimed by the United States, and 
for expenses incurred in two criminal prosecutions brought 
against him by the United States authorities at Springfield 
—one for riot, and one for malicious trespass on the lands 


of the United States—have had the same under considera- | 


tion, and report: 

The memorialist, Charles Stearns, represents that he was, 
and had been fora number of years, the owner in fee-simple 
of a tract of land in the town of Springfield, State of Mas- 
saclusetts, bounded eastwardly by lands owned by the Uni- 
ted States, and used for the purpose of a national armory. 
That the boundary line had been acquiesced in from the 
founding of the armory, in or about the year 1801, and no 
doubt or question was ever suggested on the subject until 
1845, wheu the United States authority of the armory, with- 
out any just ground, saw fitto question the same. That, as 
early as the year 1827, the memorialist joined with anumber 
of other proprietors, who also owned land adjoining his, 
bounded by said land of the United States, in opening a 
street or public highway on the westerly border of the 
lands of the United States, which was called Prospect 
street. 


This arrangement was made with the knowledge and | 


approbation of the then superintendent of the armory, and 
in concert with bim. That this street has ever since re- 
mained an open and undisturbed public highway until the 
year 1845, and has afforded very great accommodation to 


GLOBE. 





the adjoining proprietors as a means of access to their | 


respective lots, and to the public, and especially to those | 
That from time to time he || 


connected with the armory. 
had sold portions of said land and bounded his grantees by 
and on said Prospect street ; and the said street not baving 
been laid out and dedicated by public authority, but the 
fee simple remaining in the memorialist and the other pro- 
priectors of the land over which it passed, he was legally 


bound, by the terms of his deed to his grantees, to keep | 


open this street, as the only means of access to the lots 
purchased by them. That a portion of said ground was 
sold, in 1843, to one Timothy Hays, for the purpose of 
erecting a church thereon, and a boundary on Prospect 
street, us aforesaid, which furnished the only access to it. 
That in the summer of 1845, alter the erection of the church 
had commenced, the authorities of the United States ar- 
mory, without notice to him or his vendees, caused the 
whole of said street, in front of said lot, except a space of 
about nine feet wide, to be closed by a fence, and also 
erected a shed, and placed other obstructions upon the 
same; thus not only committing a trespass upon the land 
of the memorialist, but also cutting off all access whatever 
to the lot of said vendees by the obstruction of this part of 
this public street. That, having been called on by his 
vendees to protect their rights under his deed, which was 
conveyed to them by a boundary line on Prospect street, 
and for protection against a trespass committed by one of 


| the officers of the Government in the military department, 





he called upon the honorable Secretary of War, who was 
then in Springfield, shortly after the trespass was committed, 
and notified him fully of the injury, and asked the exercise 
of his official authority for the purpose of removing the 
obstructions and repairing the wrong. From some cause 
the honorable Secretary of War lett Springfield without 
affording any relief whatever. That under these trying 
circumstances, being pressed by his vendees, he proceeded, 
on the 19th day of June, 1845, with workmen in his employ, 
in a peaceable manner, to remove the obstructions thus 
unlawfully erected, and to place the materials on or near 
the line between bim and the United States. That this 
peaceable and necessary act was erroneously represented 
to the honorable Secretary of War as “riotous”? and a 
* high-handed trespass’? upon the lands of the United 


| States. 


In consequence of these representations, the honorable 
Secretary ot War directed the United States district attor- 
ney to prosecute the memorialist, alleging that a “ high- 
handed trespass had been committed, unless the Major 
(Ripley) is entirely mistaken in regard to the limits of the 


@ublic grounds,” and that “ it is believed that their (Stearns 


and his men) proceedings were riotous; that, according to 
the directions of the honorable Secretary of War, warrants 
Were issued, and the memorialist and his men were arrested 
—some of whom were taken from their beds at midnight 
and thrown into prison, and there detained until morning. 
Memorialist and his men were hurried off to Boston, where 
two bills of indictment were found against him and his men: 
one for * riot,’? and one for ** malicious trespass upon the 
lands of the United States.’ After a full investigation and 
trial of the indictment for a riot, it resulted in a unanimous 
verdict of acquittal, and a unanimous certificate of the jury 
that there was no foundation for the prosecution. The indict- 
ment found against memorialist and his men tor “* malicious 
trespass on the lands of the United States,’ after much 
trouble and expense to memorialist, was finally dismissed 
by the attorney for the United States. The men being gen- 
erally poor, and acting under the direction of the memorial- 
ist, he felt bound to pay all the expenses incurred by them, 
which he did. 

The memorialist further states that, for the purpose of 
bringing his case fully within the rule, and placing his title 
beyond all question, he caused a suit to be brought against 
the superintendent of the United States armory, in his pri- 
vate capacity, for trespass. The court of common pleas de- 
cided that the title to the land was in the memorialist. The 
supreme court of the State of Massachusetts subsequently 
affirmed this decision of the lower court. 

The committee, after examining the evidence accompa- 
nying the memorial with great care, are of opinion that the 
facts set forth by the memorialist are substantially proven ; 
that the prosecutions instituted against him were without 
any just foundation, and such as would, against a private 
person, have entitled him, not only to receive all the ex- 
penses incurred in his defense, but lurge damages for the 
oss of time, vexation, and mental suffering undergone 
bly him in consequence thereof. The fact being clearly and 
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| fully established, by the State courts, that the 


: - la Bea 
| by the United States officers was the prope nd Claimeg 


alia Saeed : *perty of the m, 
| morialist, the trespass committed, therefore, was ' ae. 
| former and not the latter. After the decision heres the 

’ PLOfore 


alluded to, the Government of the United st 
| the property of the memorialist, thereby 
title to the same. Satisfactory evidence was adduced » 
the whole proceeding against the memorialist was by 4. 
tion of the Government; and the cost of all the bree . 
ings were paid by the United States, assuming, throus — 
the entire responsibility. eou 

The committee, in view of all the circumstance: er 
the opinion that Congress, in right and justice, jsp... 
make the memorialist a reasonable indemnity. | bill 
therefore, submitted with this report, providing for th sth 
ment to the memorialist of the amount of his EXpe} 
incurred in the legal proceedings, with a small adi. 
thereto, as the very least which a sense of justic sh 
induce Congress to grant. 

Mr. BIGGS. It strikes me that this is intro. 
ducing a dangerous precedent. If T understg, d 
| the reading of the report and the bill, the pron 
sition is to indemnify a litigant with the Dyin 
States for the damages and expenses incurred hy 
him in a controversy with the United States 
the ground that the controversy ended in favor of 
the litigant. It seems to me it would be sgettine 
| a very bad precedent to say that, whenever thon 


is a controversy about the title to property be. 
tween the United States and a citizen, if, yop 
| investigation by the courts of law, it is decided jy 
favor of the citizen, the United States must pay 
| all the expenses which the litigant has incurred 
in defending his rights, 

Mr. BUTLER. I had not the charge of this 
bill, nor did I make the report. The gentleman 
who made the report [Mr. Tovcey] is absepy, 
| When the subject was first talked of in the com. 
mittee I was disposed to take the views expressed 
| by the Senator from North Carolina. I am 
entirely satisfied, however, of the justice of the 
report, and the propriety of passing this bill, 
Mr. Stearns was the owner of a piece of land ad- 
jacent to the grounds of the United States armory, 

e laid out a portion of it as a street, to improve 
the lots which he sold. The officer in command, 
I suppose under the direction of the War Depart. 
ment, disputed not only his boundary, but put 
fixtures upon it, closed his lane, and took posses- 
sion of his land, by appropriating it for some 
convenience connected with the armory. He 
found that his lane was obstructed, and his yen- 
dees were complaining that they could not get to 
their houses. He protested against this. The 
officers would not take down the obstruction, and 
then peaceably he took it down himself, without 
any riot. The officers were not satisfied with 
taking his land, but they indicted him for riot, 
and put him and his workmen, who assisted him 
in taking down the wall, in jail at night. Not 
satisfied with that, they indicted him for malicious 
trespass. He was acquitted, and restored to huis 
land. He went to law to claim his rights, and 
came off very much like John Doe did—winning 
his cause, but nearly naked, for he has lost every- 
thing inthe controversy. If the officers had been 
liable, as a private individual would have been, 
for malicious prosecution, I answer for it, instead 
of $5,000, he would have recovered $10,000. But 
he cannot sue the officers for malicious prosec- 
tion, and I say you are bound to indemnify this 
man, who has been wronged—I will not say by 
intentional oppression—but when you took his 
property, put bien in jail, and forced him to this 
expense, it is nothing but right that he should be 
indemnified. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 

FRANKLIN PEALE. i. 

The bill (S. No. 331) for thé relief of Franklin 
Peale was read the second time, and considered 
as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes ' 
direct the Secretary of the Treasury to pay © 
Franklin Peale the sum of $10,000, in full com- 
pensation for the use of all his inveptions and 
improvements, and for his extra-official service 
in connection with the Mint of the United States 
and its branclies. 

Mr. HUNTER. Is there any report acco™ 
panying that bill? 

Mr. BRODHEAD. There is. ‘ 

Mr. HUNTER. I should like to hear it. 4, 

The Secretary read the following report mac 
by Mr. Wane: 


The Committee on Claims, to whom was referred the 
memorial of Franklin Peale, report: sn the 
From 1833 to 1834, the memorialist was employed in 
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.4 States Mint at Philadelphia, occupying successively 
i tions of assistant assayer, melter and reiner, and 
me yer—all places of high trust and responsibility, and 


1 cv 


Ww 


t to himsell and advantage to the Government. — Dur- 
» this period, as clearly appears from the papers in the 
Mr. Peale invented and brought into practical use 
valuable improvements in the machinery and pro- 
ee applicable to the refining and coining the precious 


De vollowing are amongst the improvements introduced 


Peale, for which compensauon is claimed, viz : 


Thet 
by Mr. 
al on in nitrie acid. 
youn J. Morrell, foreman of the refinery, certifies that 
hen Mr. Peale became melter and refiner, in 1836, in con- 

ence of the necessity of precipitating silver by copper, 
i only process then in use, it was unhealthy and delete- 

all much so as to make it impossible to remain in the 


Ww 


oom a . 
r Mr Peale came into the office he introduced improve- 
piics sn*° 


ll 
ni 


~iphuric acid, by which means the troubles above men- 
sull i e - 


i were entirely overcome and mach greater facility | 
bf EX 


sven to the operation, both in regard to the economy and 
nidity—which process still continues to be employed. 
1 ~ofessor Booth, the present melter and refiner, says: 
«The improvement which you (Mr. Peale) justly claim, 
of precipitating the chloride by common salt, instead ot 
by muriatie acid, which the chemist employs on a small 
scale, Was a positive advance in the whole process, in 
economy of material and apparatus and in convenience of 


ext 


ware and porcelain, when the subsequent influx of Cali- 
fornia gold assimilated our operations to those of an ordi- 
nary manufacturing establishment, and demanded precisely 
yeh an improvement. By means of this improvement I 
have recovered a ton Of silver in a single day, after its em- 
ployment of refining gold.”? 
“Second. Invention and construction of machinery.—De- 
yising and directing the construction of a power-press for 
coinage, and the application to it of steam power; the inven- 


ton and construction of a milling machine, moved by steam | 


power, Which is now in use at all the mints; the invention 
of a laying and piling box, &c. 

On this head Mr. Bale, late treasurer of the Mint, says: 

« An official service of several years, as treasurer of the 
Mint, afforded me frequent opportunities to admire the per- 
fection of the apparatus and machinery of that establish- 
ment. My own observations, and the concurrent testimony 
of my associates, left no doubt on my mind, that to [Mr. 
Peale] the country is mainly indebted for the perfection 
thus realized. I then learned and firmly believe that it was 
fhis] inventive skill that planned and supervised the exe- 


cution of nearly every part of the machinery which adorns | 


the Mint, among which I may refer, as examples, to the 


steam-coining presses, the milling machine, the rolling | 


mills, the piling board, and the small and large engines.”? 

Mr. Eckert says : 

“ As director of the Mint I had ample opportunity of be- 
coming familiar with his (Mr. Peale’s) extraordinary invent- 
ive genius, and the facility with which he overcame and 
surmounied all the mechanical difficulties as they would 
present themselves, in the practical application of his in- 
ventions and improvements. In the substitution of steam 
instead of hand power to the coining presses alone he has 
saved thousands upon thousands to the Government, and it 
is but just that he should receive some compensation, es- 
pecially as he has never availed himself of the patent laws.”? 


Judge Kane, chairman of the assay board of the Mint, | 


Bays: 


h appear to have been filled by Mr. Peale with great | 
« “) 


+ ‘The use of common salt in reducing silver from its 


ts in the processes OF refining, particularly the precipi- | 
on bY salt and the recovery of fine silver by zine and | 


nd breathe the fumes without the risk of life. Soon | 








services. 
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Mr. Peale submits the following estimate of the value of || 5 . 
|} Government, over and above the ordinary duties 


his inventions and services, for which no compensation has 
been received, viz : 


For improvements and inventions in refining...... $5,000 





Apparatus in saving and concentrating sweep...... 5,000 
Coining presses, mint machinery, &c.............. 15,000 
Services, not official, in making mint machinery 
and apparatus for branch mints...... ecescecccee B00 
Use of the above processes and machines at the 
branches and Off1CeS....cccccccccccccescsescccce 200 
TOM. . ceeds ccucde vecesee ececee eC cccccecesecs $30,000 


In submitting this estimate, Mr. Peale says: “ This esti- 
mate is made under the acknowledged conviction that it 
is entirely optional with the Government to withhold any 
recompense, and that no claim could be established by law. 
Nevertheless, it is confidently affirmed, that if [ had, accord 
ing to present usage, protected myself by securing the ben- 
efit the laws of the United States would have conferred, I 
should have demanded from four to ten times the amount, 


according to the circumstances and the exigencies of the | 


particular case and time.” 
Believing that the services of the memorialist, beyond 
the proper sphere of his official duties, have been of essen- 


} tial and paramount value to the United States, the commit- 


tee think that he is equitably entitled to some remuneration. 


But in view of the fact that the improvements were carried | 
| out and perfected at the expense of the Government, they 


are not prepared to recommend the allowance of the full 


t } | amount of their value, as estimated by the claimant, and 
ytion. By means of this improvement, I was enabled || 


to employ wooden vessels instead of the more costly stone- | 


other officers of the mint. They have, thereforescome to 
the conclusion to report a bill, allowing the sum of $10,000 


| as a full compensation to the memorialist for all his inven- 
| tions and extra official services imconnection with the Uni- 
| ted Satets Mint and its branches. 


| Government. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without | 


amendment. 

Mr. WELLER. 
the report, but I doubt the policy of passing the 
bill, I suppose that at every mint of the United 
States improvements are made by assayers, and 
melters and refiners, which are adopted by the 


| the Government in carrying on the operations of 


the mint; but the difficulty to my mind is this: 
if we establish this precedent will not every offi- 


I listened to the reading of 


| hands of the enemy in consequence of thy 


They are no doubt of benefit to | 


cer in a mint who has invented, or may invent, | 


anything useful to the Government in coining 
money, have an equal claim on the generosity of 
the Government? ‘That is what 1 am afraid of. 
I know that at the mint in San Francisco there 
have been some very important inventions made 


there by persons in coining money; and on the | 


principle of this case they will have a right to 
come in and claim compensation from the Gov- 
ernment. 


Mr. BRODHEAD. I did not report this bill, 


| although I concur fully in the report made by the 
| Senator from Ohio, [Mr. Wape.} The precedent 


“| have no hesitation in saying that Mr. Peale’s improve- | 


ments in the machinery alone, not to speak of the processes 
which he introduced, have saved the Government hundreds 
of thousands of dollars. ”? 

George Eckfeldt, foreman of the machine shop of the 
Mint, states that Mr. Peale, while he held the office of 
melter and refiner, drew the plans and directed the con- 
struction of the first press used in the Mint for coinage by 
steam; for the engine employed in propelling the coining 
and milling machines; for the steam milling machine, and 
laying and piling boxes, all original inventions ; and that 
he furnished designs and drawings, and directed the con- 


struction of the machinery for the branch mints generally; || : ° oe . 
re || the mint from 1833 until a year or two ago. 


and, finally, that most of the improvements referred to are 
entitled to the merit of original inventions. 


From these and other statements before the committee, | 


itis clearly apparent that the mechanical skill and genius 
of Mr. Peale contributed largely to the state of perfection 
to which the mechanical operations of the United States 
Mint have attained, When he entered the mint in 1833, its 


in this case cannot be a very dangerous one, I beg 
to say to the Senator from California, because we 


have but one mint in the United States, and two | 


or three branch mints; and, therefore, we shall 


not have many inventors of this kind to pay. | 


Sut independent of that, the bill is entirely right 
in itself. We propose to give to this gentleman 
one third of what very respectable officers con- 


/ nected with the mint, who have been supervising 
| jt—Judze Kane, and some of the directors of the 


|| mint, who are out of office, the pregident of the 


assay board, and others—thought he was reason- 
ably entitled to. ‘They all speak of several in- 
ventions which he made. He was connected with 
\ He 
is now advanced in age. We think this is a just 
claim. He did not apply for a patent, because he 


| was in the service of the Government at the time 


capacity for coining was about $3,000,000 per annum, and | 


When he left it, in 1854, its capacity was equal to $60,000,000 
perannum. It was, evidently, no part of Mr. Peale’s duty, 
as melter and refiner, to make the drawings and superin- 
a the construction of the engines and machinery of the 
, int and its branches, and much less was it any part ofthat 
uty to give the Government the great benefit of his rare 
inventive genius, by the application of which the Mint of 
the United 
st appointed mint in the world. 
It is believed to be shown, that many of the improve- 
ments introduced into the machinery of the Mint were 
orginal inventions of Mr. Peale, and as such subject to be 
recone as his private property. Butas these inventions 
did mainly useful in mint operations, his sense of honor 
JG hot permit him to appropriate to his exclusive private 


emolumnent the improvements required for the efficient ope- || P 


States has attained the reputation of being the | 


when he made these inventions which are so 
useful to the Government. He has not been com- 
pensated for them. He is now out of office, and 
we think the bill a very moderate one, as we 
reported it. 

Mr. WADE. I do not suppose that this appli- 
cant has any legal right to relief; but it is a case 
of great merit. If the evidence can be relied on, 
this gentleman made very great improvements in 


coinage, to the advantage of the Government. If 


you can rely on the evidence, he has saved to the 
Government many hundreds of thousands of 
dollars by the inventions he has made; but he 


| failed to resort to his legal rights by taking outa 


rations of the Mint, of which he was an officer, and with the | 


— and reputation ef which he felt himself identified. 
ut as he has now retired from office, and is in need of 


a traits of his labors now enjoyed by the United States 
e 


Opinion 
Government to withhold a just and reusonable compensa- 


Suppggt of his declining years, the committee are of || 
that it would not become a liberal and enlightened | 


atent, so that the Government had the full ben- 
efit of all that he invented without remuneration. 

I am not going to argue this question, because 
I can state no better than the report has done, 
what the claim is, and what are its merits. It 
seems to me that there is no danger of the 


tion for such long-continued, valuable, and meritorious \| 


pet 


it can be as clearly shown that any person en- 
gaged in the public service has rendered to the 


in which he is engaged, a benefit equivalent to 
this, I think it would be proper to pay him. 1 
would follow the precedent which we are about 
to set, where an officer had really saved to the 
Government hundreds of thousands of dollars 
by his inventions, and had not sought a monop- 
oly of them, but permitted the Government to 
take advantage of them. We only allow a small 
proportion—perhaps not more than a tenth—of 
what the See establishes the benefit to the 
Government has already been. We cannot suffer 
much from such precedents as this if we should 
follow them all the time. I should be willing to 
follow them in any other case where it can be 
shown that equal advantage has accrued to the 
Government through the ingenuity of any of 


those engaged in its service. 


I hope the bill will be passed. My own opin- 
ion is that the bill is not quite liberal enough. 
He claimed $30,000, and the evidence shows that 
the benefit to the Government was several hun- 
dred thousand dollars. I think we have been 


| moderate enough. 


The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 

reading, was read the third time, and passed. 
JOHN BRONSON. 

The bill (S. No. 332) for the relief of John Bron- 
son was read a second time and considered as in 
Committee of the Whole. — 

It provides for the payment to John Bronson, 
of the city of Detroit, $2,915 18 to indemnify him 
for the loss of merchandise which fell into the 

; im- 
pressment, by order of an officer in command of 
a detachment of United States troops, of the 
wagons and teams with which it was being 
removed to a place of safety, at the time of the 
evacuation of Fort George, in the year 1813. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I will inquire of the mem- 
ber of the Committee on Claims who reported 
the bill, for what reason this case has not been 
submitted to the Court of Claims for examination 
and counter testimony on the part of the United 
States ? 

Mr. WADE. Ido not know that I ean state 
why it has not been presented to the Court of 
Claims. There are many claims before the com- 
mittee that have never been presented tothe court. 
I presume it is optional with the claimants to 
send them to the Court of Claims, or not. We 
have established no special rule as to whether we 


| shall take cognizance of them, or send them to 


the court. 1 think the case was examined by the 
committee, and determined before the court went 
into operation; and probably this report is ante- 
cedent to the action of the court. We investi- 
gated the facts before the court was established. 

Mr. WELLER. I should like to ask when 
this claim was first presented to Congress? 

Mr. BENJAMIN. In 1834, 1 believe. 

Mr. WADE. I cannot remember the circum- 
stances now, for it 1s some time since the com- 
mittee had it under examination. 

Mr. WELLER. Has there been any action, 


either of the Committee or the Senate, on this 


|| claim before ? 


Mr. WADE. Not that lam aware of. The 
Senator from Michigan | Mr. Cass] was a wituess 
before the committee, and | believe he attested 


the merits of the claim to some extent. 


Mr. BENJAMIN. 1 move to refer the bill to 
the Court of Claims. I have considered that, in 
regard to all these claims, it was the duty of the 
committee, under the principles established in the 
bill creating the court, to refer to the court every 
claim against the Government of the United 
States, based on any recognized principle of law 
or equity jurisprudence. If the claim is on the 
liberality of Congress, it is perfectly correct and 
proper that the committee eek report the 
grounds on which our liberality is appealed to; 
but if the claim is one based on principles of law 
or equity, such as are administered in courts of 
justice, the Government ought to have an oppor- 
tunity of resisting the claim, through its solicitor 
in the Court of Claims, and sifting the tesumony, 
and producing countervailing testimony. | un- 
derstood it was the general impression of all of 
us when this court was established, that when- 


precedent we are about to set, because wherever || ever an appeal was made to Congress on the 


a 


ey 
: 
' 
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ground of right in the claimant, that right should 
first be established before the court. 

Mr. WADE. Thisis one of a class of cases of 
which a great many came before the Committee on 
Claims, and we re acted on, | am sure, prior to 
the time when the court got into operation. 
Although this particular report is later than that, 
it is only a renewal of a former report based on 
prior investigations. é 
same principle as other bills which have been 
passed at this ses sion. There are two or three 
cases from Maryland, and one from this District, 
for damages for tobacco destroyed by the British, 
which have been acted upon by the Senate this 
year; so that this 1s not to be distinguished from 
other cases which we have passed upon. I sup- 
pose the reason why it has not gone to the Court 
of Claims was, because the committee had inves- 
tigated it thoroughly, and made up their minds 
aiterior to the time when the court went into op- 
eration. Lam sure | should be glad to be re- 
lieved from all these cases, and have them go 
to the court. I feel 
it stands on the same principle as others which 
have been passed at this session. 

Mr. TOOMBS. Some time ago, early in the 
spring, on a claim presented by the Senator from 
California, | endeavored to do what my friend 
from Louisiana is now doing so much better than 
I can—call the attention of the Senate to the fact 
that we should, if? nece ssary, make an order that 
the committee should.report to the Senate in favor 
of referring to the Court of Claims all claims 
within their jurisdiction. } 
do this? If the cases are within the jurisdiction 
of the court, they oughtto go there. It ought to 


It stands precisely on the | 


no interest in this bill; but | 


be an inflexible ruie. [tis a certain rule. Itshould | 


be applied to every memorial presented to the 
Senate. Otherwise we shall have two classes of 
cases—one before the court, and the other before 
the committees—on the old system, when the 
parties may not wish to undergo the ordeal of in- 
vestigation by the court, ‘Thus parues will be left 
to come here or go to the court, as they think 
may be most advantageous to theirfortunes. We 
designed by the establishment of the court to rid 
the Senate of these investivations. We wantthe 
facts before us. We want the opinion of the 
court on the principles involved. 1 trust 
Senate willadhere to that policy. [tis one which 
1 think meets general acquiescence. 
Senate merely look at the decision of this court 
as a court of errors, take the facts as conceded, 
and unless there is an error in the principle laid 
down, pass the bill presented by the court nem. 
con. ‘Then we shall have some sort of security; 
but we shall not have any if one class is to be 
taken up and sent to the committees. There are 
a great many facts which we cannot look into 
properly. ‘The reasons for making this law apply 
to all these cases. 


not within the jurisdiction of the court, it belongs 
here. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. 
Mr. BRODHEAD. 


Mr. President 


read, and then we shall see whether the court has 
Jurisdiction. 


Mr. FESSENDEN, 


and the committee came to the conclusion, as | 


think the Senator from Georgia, on reflection, | 


will be well satisfied, that there are some claims 


which come within the jurisdiction of the court, | 


which, if sent there, would be in fact denying ali 
relief whatever, for the simple reason, that the 
amount is so small, in many cases, that it would 


exhaust a much larger sum than the value of the | 


claim to litigate them before the court. For in- 


stance,&a man may come here with a claim of one | 


or two hundred dollars. 
Mr. BENJAMIN. This is $3,000. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. 
the amount of this claim: the propriety of send- 


Senator from Georgia suggests that the rule 
ought to be inflexible and invariable. 


came to a different conclusion for the reason 
which I have stated. 
court; but every one knows that, if a man goes 
before the Court of Claims, he must employ 


We have established a | 


the | 


If the claim is within the juris- | 
diction of the court, it ought to go there; if it is | 


I have a word to say to | 
the honorable Senator from Georgia. ‘This ques- || 
tion was considered by the Committee on Claims, | 


{ am not speaking of || 





I differ | 
with him upon that point, and the committee || 


| 


j 


| 


counsel, and go through a regular course of liti- 
gation, which is expensive. 

Mr. TOOMBS. ‘The very argument which the 
bill establishing the court. His remark is true 
justice is administered, 


Mr. FESSENDEN. Undoubtedly; but the 


is against a private individual, he can judge for 
himself about bringing suit; but here is a claim 
against the Government of the United States. 
The Government of the United States cannot be 
sued in the ordinary way. In order to have any 


| remedy against them, the only course originally 


avail a claimant of the tribunal that is provided | 


was to petition Congress. Now the answer is: we 
have provided a tribunal; but in many cases, to 


| would exhaust more means than the amount of 


the claim itself. It would badly comport with 


| the character of this Government, or any Gov- 
| ernment, to say to a person having a very small 
| claim, ** The only way you can get it 1s to go to 

| a tribunal where you must necessarily expend a 


| great deal more —_ than your claim amounts | 
|| to in order to be hear 


all 


| all remedy, ought to go to that tribunal. 
Why should we not || 


, and then you must go to 
Congress after all.’’ Now, therefore, while I 
agree, and have agreed from the beginning, that 
claims which are of sufficient amount to 
justify sending them to the Court of Claims, 
where to do so would not be in fact a denial of 
If this 
claim is for $3,000, it should go there in my judg- 
ment, if it is properly subject to the jurisdiction 
of the court. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. 
nine hundred dollars. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. 


It is over two thousand 


Where the claim is for 


| a sum that will justify a resort there, it ought to 
| be sent to that tribunal. 


Mr. WADE. Icame to the conclusion that 


| this claim did not rest on strict legal principles, 


| this particular case. 


and that the court would probably dismiss it for | 


want of jurisdiction. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. I have no recollection of 


I think it must have been 


| taken up when [ was absent, for I have no remem- 
brance of its circumstances; and I usually attend 


| the meetings of the committee. I think the prob- 
Chen let the || 


ability is, that the fact is as my friend from Ohio 


| states; for I know that the committee, in some 


instances, when I was present, came to the con- 
clusion that the claims presented to us were proper 
for the court, and dismissed them for that reason; 
but I object to having any invariable rule estab- 


| lished by the Senate of the kind mentioned by 
| the Senator from Georgia, because the result 
| would be, that we should deny justice to a con- 


siderable class of claimants who are really unable 
to carry their claims there. The amount of some 


claims is too small to justify them in doing so, or | 
| to make it an object to counsel to attend to them 
|| for any share of what they might recover; so that 
| in fact such claimants would be deprived of any 
I suggest to my friend | 
from Maine the propriety of having the report | 


remedy whatever by our act. It would be un- 
just in its operation; and I trust no such rule will 
be established here when the only tribunal we 


| have provided is one attended with so much ex- 


| justified by the circumstances. 
however, that those nearest the seat of Govern- | 
| ment, and bestable to push forward their claims, 


| 


pe nse. 


Mr. CASS. 


I should be very sorry to have 
this, the first case, taken from the immediate 
| jurisdiction and action of the Senate, on account 


of its peculiar circumstances. 
and I know the claimants. ‘The claim originated 
in 1813, and is a very strong case. The original 
claimant is dead; he has left two poor, helpless 


daughters, one a cripple, and the other support- | 
| ing her sister and herself by.nothing in the world 
Year afier year this | 
| claim has been brought before Congress. 


but her own exertions. 
g The 
Senate will probably recollect that a year or two 


|| after the war, a board was instituted for the pur- 


pose of investigating and paying claims of this 
nature. They went on to such extent, that Mr. 


' | Madison actually took upon himself to stop the 
ing this to the court is another question. But the || 


law, and did stop it; and undoubtedly he was 
The result was, 


got them allowed, and were paid large amounts 


| out of the Treasury. That for some years gave 


a bad odor to every similar claim. This case 
arose at the time when the British made an irrup- 





I know the facts, | 
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Z 1] mittee, and the facts are all presented: 
of every tribunal of the United States, where | 
| stances of the case, and the condition of 


) | claimants, will allow the report to be 
Senator must recollect that ordinarily a man has || 
his remedy near his own door, and if his action | 





| vast deal of property was destroyed 
4 | son, for years before his death, w 
Senator is now making was made against the |} 


| sented to Congress prior to the organization, ., 
| the Court of Claims. There are a great po... 
| cases which have been pending before Conv... 


; acted on by one branch of Congress, and ¢ 


ee 


tion from Canada on our frontier, in 1813 ioe 
. Mr. ha 


aS trying 4, 


his claim allowed. It has now been before y .°" 


a and ; 
hope and trust the Senate, under the a. 
thes 


proceed to pass the bill. — 


Mr. WELLER. 1 think the rule to whi.y, 
Senator from Georgia refers ought not». 


LO 


applied to persons whose claims have been 


of 


for a series of years. They have been passed y 
by our committees. They have sometin, 


mM 


S heey 


in the other for want of action there. | thin) 
would be very unjust, after the Senate haye joc, 
put in possession of all the facts connected y A 
them, to subject the claimants in such cages 4, 
an investigation before the Court of Claims. I 
would be proper, in my judgment, that all 4), 
claims presented since the organization of th»: 
Court, which come under the principles of |yy 
or equity, as recognized in courts of justio, 
should be referred to the Courtof Claims. But hyo. 
are cases—this is one of them—I[ understand thq; 
have been pending before Congress many years 
The facts have been fully investigated by a co. 
mittee of the Senate; they have reported in ayo 
of the payment. Now, would it not operate ag 
a denial of justice to order these parties to o» 
into the Court of Claims to prosecute their claiy), 
Are we not as well prepared to act on it now 4s 
when it shall be returned to us by the Court of 
Claims? We have a supervising control; we are 
not compelled to make appropriations even afver 
a party has secured his claim in the court. Ij jj 
has been investigated by our own committec—jf 
| we are in possession of all the facts, as we cay 
be by online the report, why not pass the bill 
and extend relief? 
Mr. CASS. I feel a deep interest in this bil); 
I know the persons concerned; they live near 
me. I say nothing in regard to this case which 
‘Ido not know. It has been before the Senate 
for twenty years, and has been repeatedly rv- 
ported upon favorably. The first report was 
made by Mr. Whittlesey, whose character every 
one knows for accuracy and strictness. He r- 
| ported against it, not on the ground that the 
| claim was not just, but because there was some 
| defect in the evidence, which has since been sup- 
lied. The facts lie within a nat-shell. Mr. 
retneh was going away before the British, like 
| the rest of the people in that region, and he had 
| his goods in two wagons. The United Stats 


iW 








took possession of his teams, for the purpose of 
using them, and thus left his property to be taken 
| by the British. That is the whole case. 
| Mr. TOOMBS. I desire to act in conformity 
with principle in this matter. [ Know that tle 
| Senator from Michigan has given reasons which 
| but too often control the Senate and the House 
of Representatives—the condition of the parties. 
| We wanted the Court of Claims, so that a de- 
cision should not be made on the ground that 
| one party is a cripple, and another poor. Thiat 
is not the prineighs on which justice ought to be 
administered anywhere. 

The Senator from California says that this 
court was intended for cases arising after the pes 
sage of the act. Why, sir, oge great reasol 
| assigned for the act was the lumbering up of ‘e 
dockets of the Senate and House. 1 remembet 
it was said there were then eight hundred cases 
| upon the docket of the House of Representatives, 
and in consequence of their great number they 
could not be reached. One great argument (fF 
the establishment of the court was, that all te 
cases upon the docket should be turned over \° 
| the court, and there examined under the forms © 
law, where both sides could be heard. It was 
well known that they could not be examined prop: 
erly by the two Houses of Congress, and ‘us 





|| was the great reason for establishing the court. | 


The Senator from California says we are e* ¥"" 
| prepared to act upon this casemow as we shall be 
|after an examination by the court, because | 

committee of the Senate have investigated 04 
| presented the facts. That cannot be correct; '°! 
| we know that the reports of committees * 
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® have passed one House. 
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avout the city; and I am humiliated to confess 


1856. 


fynded upon 
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ex parte affidavits and testimony. | 
, not know whether they are true and gen- 
not. Ln the establishment of the Court of 
_we provided the best means which we 
e to supply for the purpose of getting at 
‘I facts in these claims. ‘There we have an 
ae of the United States, who can have tes- 
any taken upon the part of the Government. 
When the court has investigated, the facts which 
’ norts should be considered as settled. Then 
westion for us to determine is, whether the 
 . wnon which the claims are based bea 
done? Thatis the proper course to be pur- 


{ 
mur, At 
u 


. or n 
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The Committee on Indian Affairs and the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, of which [am a member, 
1.ve adopted this rule, and follow it. If a case 
- sented tous Which appears proper for the 
court, we examine their decisions in: regard to 
their own jurisdiction, and if the case is one 
ye within their jurisdiction, we have it re- 
ed tothem. We do this in obedience to the 
It would be unjust to send the great mass 
laimants there, and then to select a fav6rite 
m and allow it here upon ex parte testimony. 
By pursuing this course you provide for bad 
S luims. and delay good ones. If a manhasa bad || 
Bclaim, he would rather come before a committee 
Sof the Senate or House of Representatives with 
5. parte testimony. ‘The Senate can be imposed 
on. Ifa case 1s presented to the Senator from || 
io, or myself, we must get our information 
m the papers before us; there is no evidence 
on the other side; there is no attorney for the 
ited States to sift the claimant’s statements. 
Sometimes it has happened that a part of the 
¥ evidence filed here with a claim does not conform 
Mio the rest, or shows it to be unfounded, and 
Sater eight or ten years it is withdrawn, and the 
Fclaim is allowed upon the evidence before Con- |! 
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Tress, 

» Pefore we established the Court of Claims we 

Shad cases pending almost since the Revolution. 

Shey came up year after year. They were re- 
jected ten, twenty, or thirty times, and then they 

We know how that is 


f, 


Sdone—perhaps as we are now—with not half 
S enough to do business, nobody paying any atten- 
yt They probably went through upon the || 
report of a committee, somebody being present || 


who was in favorof them. The practice was | 
Besuch, that it became a proverb, that a man had 
® better have a bad claim than a good one, partic- 
ularly if it was large, for then he could pay some | 


Sone to attend to it. This way a common saying | 
| 


Sthat my observation here for eleven years has 
Bshown its truth. An honest man having a just 
@ claim is willing to have itinvestigated. If he had 
labored for the Government, or if the Govern- 
® ment had taken his property, he is willing to have 
pitexamined. He may not be able to pay, but a 
man having a fraudulent claim can pay half what 
She gets, and all that he receives is clear profit. 
p That is the reason why I say this became a pro- 
pverb. If the claim now before us has been ied 
twenty years, itis in the condition of hundreds 
of others equally meritorious. 
lake the statement of the Senator from Mich- 
van himself. Congress has again and again paid 
cams on that state of facts. You may look 
through your statute-book, and I think you will 
ind one hundred such cases in the fourth volume || 
olthe Statutesat Large. Having been upon some | 
or the committees who examined this subject, in 
lie earher part of my congressional service, I 
p iow the fact. The very case stated by the Sen- 
‘orfrom Michigan is within the acknowledged 
principles of payment by the Government. Pay- 
*nt has been made where a man was removing | 
‘is own property with his teams, and thé Gov- 
iment took his teams, and let his property fall 
‘o the hands of the enemy. I can give him | 
y precedents in 1816, and 1817, and 1818, 
iere such claims have been allowed. Itis within | 
principle of compensation, and it is a just 
Principle. Itis a consequential damage. It is 
wituin the principle of the act of 1816. Those 
“0 have examined the subject will recollect that || 
‘tact provided payment for property destroyed 
¥ ie enemy when in possession of the United | 
= 8, or in consequence of the action of our own 
‘rnment—as where houses were destroyed by || 


S 


_ not prolong discussion. 


principle, that where a man was disabled by the act 
of his own Government from protecting his own 
property, as where they took his transportation 
for Government purposes, he should be paid. 
That has been acknowledged for forty years. If 
this claim goes to the court, and the facts be proved 
to come within this principle, it will be paid at 
once. Iam not objecting to the character of the 
claim, but I think that, if it is within the juris- 
dietion of the court, the Send® ought to take a 
stand and send it there. 

I recollect that my friend from California 
backed me out of the first objection of this kind 
which I made. I believe the bill to which I then 


| objected on the same ground, came up on the 


Friday after | made my objections, and nobody 
else paying attention, 1 was persuaded to let it 
go, because it was a peculiar and a hard case; but 
i see that the same appeal may be made in every 
ease. I prefer to adhere to principle. I will 
pursue the rule; it isa sound rule, and I think 
the Senate ought to adhere to it. 

Mr. CASS. Notwithstanding the opinion of 
the honorable Senator from Georgia, I do not 
see anything so rigid in the organization of the 
Court of Claims, or so rigid in our practice, as to 
exclude us from the consideration of all cases 
now before us. When aclaim has been fairly 


| brought before your committees, fairly investi- 
gated and reported upon prior to the organization 


of the court, I think, unless under extreme cir- 
cumstances, we ought to go on withit. In such 
cases one of the main reasons for the institution 
of the courtfails. We have ample time, and I have 


| no doubt that, if this case had been heard before, 


it would have been determined long ere this. 
As I said before, there are cases where, from the 
expenses attendant upon litigation in the Court 


| of Claims, to send a party there would be an 


actual denial of justice. I know that this would 
be one of that class. I[t seems to me to consti- 
tute a case for the Senate to go on with the bill. 
It is here; the labor of investigation has been 
done; the merits of the case are before us; I hope 
the bill will be allowed to pass. 

Mr. WELLER. Ido not recollect what dis- 


position was made of the case referred to by the 


| Senator from Georgia; but I think the objection 


which I interposed at that time was, that | was 
anxious to dispose of a large number of bills on 
the Calendar, and I desired to avoid the discus- 
sion of the important question raised by the Sen- 


| ator from Georgia on that bill. 


The Senate must see that there is a necessity 
for some uniformity in our action in this matter. 
The Senator from Georgia has disclosed the 
principle on which the committees to which he 
belongs act. The committees of which I am a 
member act on entirely different principles. Lam 
chairman of the Committee on Military Affairs; 
and,as such, I take jurisdiction of all cases which 
are referred to that committee. If lam perfectly 
satisfied, from investigation, that a claim referred 


| to us is a just and fair one, I reportin favor of it. 


If we have doubts as to its propriety, we either 


| report adversely,or send it to the Court of Claims 


for investigation. There ought to be some uni- 
formity on that subject. There ought to be some 
rule of the Senate, prescribing what classes of 
claims shall not go to the committee, but shall be 


| referred to the Court of Claims, for the reason, 


as I have already said, that,as chairman of the 
Military Committee, 1 take jurisdiction of all 
cases sent to that committee and whenever I am 


yerfectly satisfied of their justice, I am unwilling 
| J y ’ 


to compel the claimant, perhaps a poor man, to 


| go and employ a lawyer and prosecute it before 


the Court of Claims. As my friend from Mich- 
igan says, it would in a hundred cases operate as 


| a total denial of justice, to require them to come 
here and employ attorneys; for in this city, as in 
| California, lawyers must be well paid before they | 


do anything. I say, if you were to enforce this 
rule against the hundreds and thousands of per- 
sons holding small claims against the Govern- 
ment, it would be an entire denial of justice. 

Sut I am anxious to pass this bill, and I will 


from Georgia, the propriety of having some rule 
proposed to the Senate which shall define pre- 
cisely the jurisdiction of our committees, and the 
jurisdiction of the Court of Claims. 


Mr. BRODHEAD. The Committee on Claims || 
“4r Own troops for defense. They acted on the || have acted generally upon the rule suggested by |! 


I suggest to my friend | 
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| the honorable Senator from Georgia. We do not 


make it inflexible; but as a general thing, where 
the court has jurisdiction we have heretofore re- 
ferred the cases to the We did not make 
the rule inflexible, and therefore did not refer this 


court, 


case. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I have looked at the papers 
in this case for the purpose of satisfying the Sen- 
ate of the total want of propriety and wisdom in 
the course which we are adopting, In passing 
bills of this kind without examination in behalf 
of the Government. Taking up the papers in this 
claim, I find that the bill of damages which it is 
proposed to pay to these claimants was made out 
in 1813. Itis forty-three years old. I find that 
the report is to pay the total amount of the claim- 
ant’s bill, without one cent of reduction, taking 
his own statement of What he lost at his own 
prices. I do not know—it is impossible for me 
to tell what at that date was the value of articles; 
but I find such articles as Sicily wine (worth, I 
believe, forty or fifty cents) charged at four or 
five dollars a gallon; Hyson skin tea charged at 
two dollars and a half a pound. There is a « 
of charges of this kind making up the total 
amount allowed. [I venture to say there is not 
probably a member of the committee who in- 
quired into the quantity or value of one of those 
articles. If the matter went before the Court of 
Claims, the Solicitor of the Government would 
inquire into the quantity of the goods lost, if the 
Government is to pay for them, and into their 
value. 

This claim (which was sworn to in 1846, though 
the loss was in 1813) was originally brought up 
in 1834. Mr. Whittlesey then examined it and 
declared that, in his judgment, it was totally 
without merit. He said the ¢ vidence was insufli- 
clent to prove it; that the amounts were not 
shown; that nobody seemed to know anything 
definite about it; thatit came within no principle 
on which the Government ought to pay. ‘That 
was in 1834—twenty-two years ago. It has been 
before other committees since. Part of the evi- 
dence which Mr. Whittlesey pointed out as being 
deficiant, has been supplied; but I do not find, in 
all the papers here, the testimony of a solitary 
individual as to the quantity or value of the prop- 
erty lost. ‘There is nothing on the face of these 
papers but the claimant’s own statement of the 
quantity and value. 

Now, sir, I dare say this claim may be a proper 


iss 


| one to acertain extent, but I will venture here 


the assertion that, if it ever be investigated in the 
Court of Claims, and a bil! be reported from that 
court in favor of this claimant, it will be for less 
than half the amount. I say that, on the very 
face of the papers, the Government has* had no 
opportunity of examining. We know very well 
that a year or two ago we passed a bill for the 
payment of a claim somewhat of this character, 
and after we passed the bill, when the claimants 
went to the Tre asury Departm« nt to get their 
money, they found the entry of payment forty 
vears before. 

Mr. TOOMBS. This session we passed a bill 
for Mrs. Adjutant General Jones, though the 
money had been paid before, and we had to re- 
consider the vote. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. It is evident that, unless 
there is some officer whose business it is, under 
the responsibility of his office, to look into the 
claims in behalf of the Government, there can be 
no end to the fraud and deception that will be 
practiced. 1 do not say it in relation to this par- 
licular case; but I am satisfied, that if there ever 


| was a case which ought to be investigated on the 


side of the Government, this is one. I say it, 
not pretending to doubt that the man’s wagon 
was stopped, and that he had goods and lost 
goods; but there is nothing here to satisfy any 
reasonable inquirer as to the extent of his loss. 
I hope, therefore, the Senate will pass favorably 
on the proposition which I have made, that this 
matter may be submitted to the Conrt of Claims 
for examination. 

Mr. CASS. 1 repeat the expression of the 
hope that these two young women, helpless as 
they are, will not be made the scape-goats, or 
at any rate will not be made the first persons to 
suffer under the application of these principles. I 
knew Mr. Bronson. He came to me fifty times 
about this claim. I knew him for thirty years. 
He was an honest and good man. He was a 





i sidheaiieestind 


merchant, and when the British came he was | 


My honorable friend from Louis- 
; j , ve an than lam. We ‘old 
jana is a younger man that ! ; 
fovies”’ know something about prices during the 
war. What he has said reminds me that wine 
paid a dollar a gallon duty at that time. 
not know how much tea was, but it was such a 
frichtful price that nobody could drink it. We 
drank gallons of Batavia coffee, because we could 
not afford to buy any other. This man was an 
honest man; he was a member of the church, and 
verified his loss under oath—all the items. 
Mr. BENJAMIN. His oath bears date 1846, 
thirty-three years after his loss. 


going away. 


Mr. CASS. He was prosecuting it all the time, | 


and it was fresh in his mind until his dying day. 
He lived not far from me; I often talked with 
him. It is as honest a claim as was ever pre- 
sented. I believe that, if sent to the Court of 
Claims, it will never be heard of again; for these 
two young women cannot prosecute it. 

Mr. WADE. The prices in the schedule 
referred to by the Senator from Louisiana did 
not escape the investigation of the committee. 
They are very large and extravagant, I grant you, 
when compared to the price of articles now; but 
those who lived at the West at any period during 
the time of the last war with England, or who 


went there for a great while afterwards, are not | 
unmindful of the exorbitant prices that all gro- | 


ceries cost then. Hardly anybody used them; 
only the wealthiest men that we had could afford 
to use them. They were generally kept for sick- 
ness, or something of the kind. Wine was aimost 
unknown to the people generally at that period. 
The committee looked at all these circumstances. 
My opinion is, from what [ know of the prices 
there at that early period, or even at a period 
much subsequent to that, that these prices are 
not overstated. I judge from my knowledge of 
what prices were a long time after the war, and 
before the Erie canal was made. I do not believe 
they are overstated. If you compare them with 


the prices of groceries and articles of the same | 


kind now, they bear no proportion. The com- 
mittee considered that matter, and did not think 


the prices were unreasonable, high, or extrava- | 


L be- | 


gant, as they appear on the face of them. 
lieve that the case was well proved. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. 
Jeague on the committee, that the reason why we 
did not refer this case to the Court of Claims was, 
that the law of 1816-"17 expired by its own limit- 
ation; and therefore there was no law under 
which the party could present his claim at the 


Department, or before the Court. The Court of | 
Claims is governed by something like legal prin- 


ciples. 

‘Mr. WADE. I have already stated that we 
had the question under consideration, whether 
the court had jurisdiction of this particular claim, 
and came to the conclusion that it had not, but 


would probably dismiss it for want of jurisdic- | 


tion. This objection has not been made before. 


‘There were some old claims pending before the | 


Committee on Claims of which they had taken 


jurisdiction; and they have proceeded, I believe, | 


in every instance, on full investigation, to report 


a bill. They have passed constantly on claims of 
the same kind. I recollect that four or five claims, | 
cone out of damages during the last war, | 
save been passed by the Senate at this session | 


without going to the Court of Claims. I am 
willing that the cases which I may be called upon 


to investigate shall go to that court; I hope they 


will, hereafter, at all events; but it seems very 
hard, after a man has been prosecuting a claim 
for years before Congress and its committees, 


and has brought the committees to a conclusion | 


in his favor, that you should turn him off to a 
new jurisdiction. 1f you had done it uniformly 


I should have been satisfied. I am for equality 


If it had | 


been done in all the other cases, I should say let | 


in this matter, for equality is equity. 


it be done in this; but when I know that other 


claims, precisely the same in principle as this, | 
have passed without objection, it seems hard that | 


this particular case should be taken up and made 
an example of. I am willing to adopt any rule by 


which all cases shall go to the Court of Claims | 
on any principle that the Senate may establish. | 
I hope there will be some uniformity; but as we | 
have progressed so far, I hope there will not be | 


an example made of this particular case. 


I do} 


Let me remind my col- | 


to refer the bill to the 


~The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 


Jourt of Claims. 
The question being taken, on a division there 


| were—ayes 9, noes 18; no quorum voting. 


Mr. FOOT called for the yeas and nays; and 


| they were ordered; and being taken, resulted— 
| yeas 12, nays 21; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Benjamin, Biggs, Butler, Clay, 
Fitzpatrick, Hunter, Bee Pearce, Pugh, Reid, and 
Toombs—12. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bigler, Bright, Brodhead, Cass, 


| Collamer, Fessenden, Fish, loot, Foster, Geyer, Hamlin, 


| on that motion. 








| Houston, Iverson, James, Mallory, Trumbull, Wade, Wel- 


ler, Wright, and Yulee—21. 

So the motion was not agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 

ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY. 


Mr. MALLORY. 


I move that when the Sen- 


| ate adjourns to-day, it be to meet on Monday 
; next, 


Mr. ADAMS. 1 ask for the yeas and nays 
We are now within about three 
weeks of the day of final adjournment, and why 
we should lose one day out of the six of this week 
I am unable to understand. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore put the question 
on ordering the yeas and nays, and only four 
Senators rose—not one fifth of the members 
oyresent. 

Mr. ADAMS. At this stage of the session, 
within three weeks of the final adjournment, itis 
strange that such a proposition as this should be 
made, when we know that it is not necessary for 
the meeting of the committees. Now, it is pro- 
posed to throw away one sixth of the time when 
there is such a mass of business before the Sen- 
ate undisposed of, and Senators will not allow the 
yeas and nays to be taken upon the motion to 
adjourn over. It is somewhat remarkable. Only 
four Senators are willing to show by the record 
who wishes to throw away the time of the Senate, 
and who does not—I say again, it is very re- 
markable. 

Mr. TOOMBS. The Senator is wholly mis- 
taken. When he called for the yeas and nays, I 
remarked in my seat that I hoped the Senate 
would not indulge the gentleman in any such 
demand—not that any member of the Senate is 
afraid to vote, and to record his vote, for this mo- 
tion. Iam willing to answer for every Senator, 
that he has no fear upon that point. You may 
put me down for this motion every time it is 
made, and I have no fear in recording myself for 
it. I have no such purpose as that of throwing 
away the time of the Senate. The Senator inti- 
mates that gentlemen are afraid to show their 
votes for throwing away time. It is an imputa- 
tion upon this body. I think this motion is very 
oroper. The Senate is far ahead of the other 
Baca. in its business. I should be willing to sit 
only three days a week now, for I think that is 
enough in the present state of our business. The 
Senator may record that against me. We have 
more time than we want. In fact, I do not believe 
there is upon your Calendar a single measure of 
general public importance which ought to pass. 
When we get from the other House the general 
appropriation bills, we shall have something to 
proceed with. As far as the public business is 
concerned, we are now meeting here very unne- 
cessarily most of the time. The public business 
before us does not require it. I have no idea of 
gentlemen being afraid to adjourn from Friday to 
Monday. ‘The Senator may put me down for 
such adjournments, whenever | can get a chance 
to vote for them. He may consider me as in 
favor of sitting as few days as possible, and of 
passing as few bills as possible. 

Mr. ALLEN. I hope we shall have the yeas 
and nays to gratify the honorable Senator from 
Mississippi. 

Mr. MALLORY. It is a novel proposition 
of the Senator from Mississippi, that because he 
demands the yeas and nays on this particular 
occasion, and they are not conceded, gentlemen 
do not wish to show their hands. I have made 
this motion to-day, I believe, for the first time 
since I have been inthe Senate. I made the mo- 
tion because we had transacted business thus far 
this morning without a quorum. There has not 
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lal the morula 
is on the motion of the Senator from Louisiana || business of which the Senator from 


| speaks, that we have to do? 


| ing in discussing a claim of forty yea 


| we go on, the inference is, that it is beea) 


Use NS 


Ld 


! Tuly 25, 
Now, where is ie ao 
Missise 


We are far ahi. 


in our business. We have exhausted 4), 


without a quorum. If that is the way in - ¢ 
ators know we are ahead in our business 
not think there is any public necessity for x 
to-morrow, and therefore I have made the m, 
Mr. ADAMS. The Senator from Fy 
evidently under a mistake, or the Secretary | 
misreported the last vote on the yeas and ‘ 28 
for there was certainly a quorum here thn.’ 
enough, at any rate, to pass the bill, |). 


orid 


| perhaps, have misconstrued the reason for pos, 


|ing the yeas and nays, or made an jn 

| remark in regard to it. 
lection, I have not known, on any former o 

| Sion, adjournments overfrom Friday until \ 

| day at this stage of the session. It is said th, 








been a quorum since we have been sitting here ' 


| head, Butler, Cass, Clay, Collamer, 


Weller, Wright, and Yulee—28. 





ipre 


According to my + 


we are ahead of the House of Representatiy 
our business. That we have passed yery py, 
bills which will not be satan by that body i 
undoubtedly true; but I apprehend that jr Y . 
look to your Calendar you will find that the H¢ys 
of Representatives have passed bills which | 
not been acted on by the Senate. I think it |); 
that I shall vote against as many of the bills ; 
are —— as my friend from Georgia; but y\y)\, 
we have time I am willing to have them broyo}, 
up, to investigate them, and to vote for or agains, 
them. That was the whole of my meaning, | 


| take it for granted that there%is no Senator her 


who is afraid to vote against an adjournment fro 
Thursday to Monday, or from Friday to M 

day; yet when I asked for the yeas and nays 
there was not a sufficient number to order th: 


| to be taken; and hence I made the remark whic 


I did, 

Mr. MALLORY. My statement is entirely 
correct. My friend from Mississippi will obser 
that the whole discussion on this private bill hiss 


| beén had without a quorum, and gentlemen wer 


asked to vote when the yeas and nays \ 
called, to make a quorum, even after they ea 
into the Chamber. I assert that there has not 


| been a quorum present during the discussioa 


which we have had this morning. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Does the Chiair 
understand the Senator from Rhode Island to call 
for the yeas and nays? 

Mr. ALLEN. I said that I hoped we should 
order the yeas and nays to be taken to gratily 
the Senator from Mississippi. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. 4 ELLER. I shall vote for this motion 
to adjourn until Monday, because there are, as | 
learn, a great many Senators who desire to visit 


| the steamship now lying off this city; and for 


my own part, I have, as usual, a vast amount oi 
business at the Departments which | can transact 
on Saturday. 

Mr. ADAMS. I wish to say now, that rea'y 
my great objection to adjourning over was, ' 


| I supposed the object to be to afford an oppor- 


tunity to visit the ship of which the Senator from 
California has spoken. The owner of that ves- 
sel visited this city during the past winter, and 
urged that certain employment should be given 
him by the Government. His application was 
considered, and occupied some time. We know 
that heretofore efforts to increase the compels 


| tion of ocean steamers have failed, until the ves- 
| sels were brought to the Potomac, and Congress 
| invited to visit them. 
| Senator would think of visiting this ship, under 


I was in hopes that no 


these circumstances, and therefore I did not de 
sire the adjournment over. 
Mr. MALLORY. I believe we have not sat 
on Saturday during the whole session. , 
Mr. BIGLER. I shall vote for this motion, 
but at the same time I say to the Senator [rol 
Mississippi that I shall not visit the steamer. 
The yeas and nays being taken, resulted—ye*s 


| 28, nays 4; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benjamin, Bigler, Bright, Brot: 

Fessenden, F ish, F - 
patrick, Foot, Foster, Geyer, Hamlin, Iverson, James, Va ie 
son, Mallory, Pearce, Reid, Toombs, Trumbull,“ 


NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Biggs, Houston, and Pugii—+ 


So 1t was 


Ordered, That when the Senate adjourns to-day, it be 
meet on Monday next. 





